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remember your heritage. The world was created for you
and its fulfillment waits upon your submission to its divine
Planner. Do not neglect yourselves and plunder your children
in your senseless desire to emulate the deifiers of the flesh,
the slaves of lust.

Let us return to our Maker and may He retum to us
with an end to our exile and fulfillment of our destiny.



denying the cornerstone of our belief —n»wn n nmn —
Torah is complete. to deny the validity of any law—even
one so unfashionable as Modesty—is to deny the divine origin
of the entire Torah. And isn’t this the basic fault of Reform
and Conservatism?

If this is not so, how then can Modern Orthodoxy
explain its dichotomy of theirs—this simultaneous obeisance
to Halacha and ignoring of part of its dictates. Have they
other authorities than those we have cited?

Nor does it end with mistakes of the elders. Impressi-
onable, perceptive children see too well the ambivalence of
their parents. They are quick to recognize the cleavage between
the Torah attitude of the Yeshivah and its “Modern™ counter-
part of the home. The pure, direct idealism of the young
will not long survive this double standard. Are the children
to be sacrificed on the altar of fashion?

Often we find the choice of Yeshiva or Beth Jacob
governed by just the desire to avoid this bugaboo of modem
pedagogy—conflict in the home. All the problems are solved
by dispatching the blameless child to a school which espouses
the Modern Orthodox religion of the home. But what profit
is it to the parent if he avoids this conflict but loses his children.
For these children cannot be expected to absorb the belief
and respect for Torah their otherwise sincere parents hope
to imbue them with while simultaneously learning to ignore
the inconvenient parts of its teachings.

It defies belief for we are speaking of Jewish parents
who are resisting the trend of the times, who are sacrificing
daily to preserve the true spirit which has nurtured us from
the day we stood at Sinai, who are resisting the surrender
to the religion of convenience so enticingly entitled “peace of
mind”. They. fight the stream all the way but swim along
when faced with the law of Modesty.

Jewish wives and Mothers! Remember your mission,

9



on Modesty “Geder Olam”, that the woman who does not
cover her hair violates this law dozens of times daily. How
will it be with such a one when her time comes to answer
for her ways? How powerful and umbreakable will the rope

be after a lifetime of weaving?

Chapter 111

To whom do we speak? These remarks are not intended
for those who have strayed far from Torah. Some day
they too will return to their Maker, of that we have no
doubt: but it is not to them that our anguished eyes tumn.

We speak rather to the Torah-true, to those who accept
the authority of Halacha, to the “Mishna Brura Jew”, to
the “learned”, to those who consult their Rabbis when they
have a question of law. They are one with us but it is
in our very own camp that we see this shocking neglect of
the precept “Be modest”. It is in this camp that we must
admit—if we are not to delude ourselves—that our standards
of propriety are determined not by the traditions of the House
of Israel, but by the fashions of the House of Dior. Too
many of us need not the Word of Sinai but of Paris.

In keeping with the custom of the times, this halfway
house Judaism has crowned itself with a catchy pame. It
is merchandised by its adherents as “Modern Orthodoxy™
as if the implication that Orthodoxy has been brought up
to date can mask the fact that it is being tailored to suit
individual taste. :

The sad truth is that these modern *‘champions” of
Orthodoxy choose to ignore the stark truth that they are

8



refers to unintentional exposure during work. What of the
woman who displays her charms by wearing short-sleeved
or sleeveless dresses? Or who parades publicly in shorts or
bathing suits?

We have cited not customs or colorful manifestations
of “shtetel” psychology. These are laws of the Shulchan
Aruch, their source is the Mishna. It has become fashionable
for present day apologists to cite the Aruch Hashulchan
which supposedly permits women to leave their hair uncovered.
Not only has the Aruch Hashulchan been quoted out of
context, but his point has been completely distorted.

This is what the Aruch Hashulchan says: “Let us
protest the misbehavior of our generation. It is many years
now that Jewish married women have been neglecting the
covering of their hair and all our protests have been to no
avail. Now they have begun leaving their hair completely
uncovered. Woe to the generation which has witnessed this.”
Only then does he go on to permit the saying of Shma in
the presence of a bareheaded woman. This is a stand which
has been disputed by virtually all other authorities. Yet
people who are otherwise observant, clear-headed and logical
have used it to justify the flagrant violation of the law
now prevalent. And this despite the strongest protest of the
author.

The Talmud and Midrash are replete with praise of
modesty and extortations to our women to practice it. The
Talmud in Yoma tells of a woman named Kimchis who was
blessed with seven sons all of whom were High Priests
because of the extreme care she took to cover her hair.

And the coin has another side. The Midrash tells us that
a person who repeats a sin constantly with no remorse can
never achieve forgiveness. For with each repetition the sin
becomes stronger much as a mighty rope woven of thin
strands of thread. The Chofetz Caim notes in his pamphlet



of six million of those it embraced in its enlightened eman-
cipation.

Can we yet wonder in which direction to turn our
gaze—to our eternal Torah, or to their's?

Chapter 11

Still we find an inexcusable and incomprehensible laxity
of observance among even our learned ones. In this discussion
we refer to an entire body of law which has, in many circles
fallen into discard—the laws of “Tznius”, of modesty and
decency. These were atributes once exemplified by Jewish
women. They are no longer.

In our society there has occurred a blurring of the lines
between ‘Chumra” and “Din”—between precaution and law;
between custom and unalterable Halacha. We find the two
becoming confused and interchanged in the public mind.

Modesty has came to be regarded as a symptom of
an out-moded “Williamsburg” way of life, incompatible with
the Twentieth Century and no integral part of Jewish life.
Let us see whether this is correct. According to the strict
concept of the law...

It is a Mitzva upon a man to divorce his wife if she violates
the law of Jewish women. It is considered a violation of
this law if she appears in public with her hair uncovered.”
(Mishnah Kesubos 72a, Shulchan Aruch Even Hoezer
Chapter 115:4).

The same Mishna lists also a woman who “weaves in
public” and “allows her amms to become exposed in the
course of her work”. It is especially noteworthy that this



it is for him to choose in which field his labor lay. The
Mishnah says in Avoth:
PAR 0T AP MoYn Ay umpD MaYn AN A wey 23pon 9
Whoever accepts the yoke of Torah is freed from the yoke
of worldly responsibﬂity.

There is nothing miraculous here. If a person chooses
the realm of Torah, the material and mundane fade to
insignificance. His happiness and fulfillment will be the eternal
truths and values. He will not find it strange that countless
Jewish generations lived a life of joy, satisfaction and security
in grinding poverty, cruel oppression and ghetto isolation —
for this meaningful life will be his as well! But the man
who chooses to strive for the comforts and rewards of the
transient physical world, finds himself falling prey to the
bitter truths seen by the perceptive eye of our Chazal :

LITYS NIRA M AL DR IR LLDYARD ¥ D % ww
“He who acquires a hundred, lusts after two hundred”. ..
“No man dies with half of his desire in hand”... His life
will be one of anxiety and worry, a wild pursuit of the
Joneses who are always speeding along just out of reach.

This striving after the material success is an under-
standable obsession, though no less a false one, for it is
the physical world we live in and which surrounds us. To
this natural temptation, was added a new one with the
turn of the ninteenth century. The walls of the ghetto fell
to the trumpet blast of “Equality”, “Emancipation”. No
longer would race or religion hinder the Jew in his dealings
with the world. And a movement was born. Reform. It called
the Jew to change his ways, to march out and meet- the
world, to discard his archaic customs and embrace the new
culture and civilization which was his guarantor against
degradation and discrimination. Who can count the numberless
souls this refrain lured from Torah? And what was its reward?
The Fatherland of this culture bathed the world in the blood



are part of His perfect Torah, equally pure, holy and true.
Whoever believes that such verses as the former are the
product of Moses, is guilty of the worst form of heresy for
he considers the Torah as being composed of a “heart” (holier,
more important parts) and a “shell” (insignificant parts) and
this implies that parts of the Torah are not of G-dly origin.
Every verse of the Torah contains wondrous wisdom for
those who understand it. Torah is beyond the understanding
of even the wisest for it is greater than the length and
breadth of land and sea. We can only follow the footsteps
of David, the anointed of G-d who proclaimed “Open my
eyes that I may see the wonders of your Torah™.

Torah confers many benefits on its observers, it puts
a holy content in their lives raising them above the petty
pursuits which surround and beckon to us. But whatever its
benefits they depend an one condition.

“The Torah of G-d is all-encompassing, it refreshes the
soul.” But as our sages have said this refreshment and
contentment can only follow the realization that Torah is
complete and perfect. Only then can we find in it the peace
of mind it offers us.

Peace of mind is probably the most universally sought
yet most elusive goal of our society. So many of our Torah-
true Jews find themselves subject to the same anxieties and
frustrations as those around them. And we wonder, where
is the contentment Torah confers? Where is the refreshment
of spirit and soul our Torah promises its people? An agonizing
question—but the answer is clear. Torah gives peace of mind
to those who recognize its all-encompassing nature and in
direct proportion to the extent of this realization. If it is
to be taken as a grab-bag of mitzvos and morals from which
to pick and choose those most to our liking or convenience,
no sense of fulfillment can be expected of it.

“Odom Leomol Yulad” — “Man's lot is to labor” but

4



Chapler 1

“G-d’s Torah is all-encompassing; it refreshes the soul”,
thus exclaims the Psalmist in his poem of praise to his Maker
(psalm 19). Our sages explain in the Midrash that this is
cause and effect—because the Torah is complete, it has the
ability to refresh the anxious soul. It is complete, whole and
perfect. It is no collection of bits and pieces from which we may
choose those of our liking. It is one complete entity. It has
been likened to an involved prescription. The pharmacist,
though he is far more knowledgable than the layman, may
not question the necessity of any of the many ingredients.
It is beyond his competence to decide that one or the other
of the prescribed drugs is needless or may be substituted for.
For him to do so would be criminal. How much more so is
any man incapable of judging Torah, of weighing the relative
importance of one mitzvah or another or the necessity of one
or another. For Torah is a complete whole and for any
man to presume to judge and delete, is to deny it's G-dly
origin. For surely, no onme can pit his mortal intelligence
against the mind and word of G-d.

We can do no better than quote the Rambam (Pirush
Hamishne, Sanhedrin, Perek VIII): “It is fundamental that
we believe that the entire Torah we have received from
Moses, has come from the A-mighty. Therefore, it follows
that there is no difference between the verse “And. the
children of Cham were Kush and Mitzraim,” and the
verse “Hear O Israel, the L-rd our G-d, the L-rd is one”.
Both these verses originated with the A-mighty and - both
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