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COMMITTEE FOR THE SANCTITY
~ OF THE SABBATH |
IN GREAT|
WTE. naw DY NK N
REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY

"70 KEEP IT HOLY!
Acknowledge the truth!

In. the evening following Shai)b‘as $hivah. one of the most promitient
- members af the Agudas- Harapanitn, the Union of Orthodox Rabbis, made
“a statement on.the air, to the effect that: - o f
liiu!{e,la Unaware- of 4y great rabbis who pernilt making eruvis in large
citles. ‘ i £
2) Eruvia were hever mude-in'lap ¢ cities whose:popilation reached 600;000:
Do nlol believe what people say, tlfat in the large 3&0! of Europe there were
eruvin,

I do not wish to engage iy debgte eongerning the halachal, but I do
wish to state & few pertinent facts to set the record straight,
1) The following Torah giants permitted eruvin: in large cities: Chazon Igh,
Rabbi Chaim -Ozer Grodzinsky, Rabbi Junsthan Steif, Diviet Malkiel, Rahbi
2Zvi Pesach Frank, Rabbi Joseph Eliyahu Henkin, Maharsham, Harei
Besamim. Tirosh v'yitzhar, Rabbi Shlomo Dovid Kahana, head’ of the
rabbinical court of Warsaw, Rabbi Moshw Moardechal Epstein, Stabodker
Rosh Yeshivah, Avnei Nezer,, Ralbi Joshua Kutna. Rabbi Nochum Yeru-
shalimski, Rabbi Michael Dov Weismand}, Eruv v'hotzaak by Rabbi Segal,
Tav Yehoshua, and rgxmy athers, yli of suinted memory, with no one dissent.
ing. According to Rabbi Shiomo Dovid Kahana of Watsaw, in our times, even

the Mishkenoth Yaakov would permit eruyin,

Also, the Guon of vur generation, Rabbl Moshke Fetnutein shelita,
wrote In Hepardey 33:9, as follows;

I do not wish to join those who sanction the eruv, I do not protest,
however, since there are many reasons to permit it... They are, therefore,
perfectly justified in following thiglr view. As regards the danger 1 pointed
out concerning Jerusalem, it iy, n?m elesy, o valid eryv after the fact, and
since they maintain their lenient fulitig even reading what T wrote in Igroth
Moshe, ch. 139.

2) The following cities had eryyin: Warsaw, Vienna, Amsterdam, London,
Paris, and Antwerp. New:York; t )0, unce hiad an eruv. Many of these cities
8till boast of eruvin. Throughout the entire Eretz Yisroel there are eruvin:
in Jerusalem, in Tel Aviv, in: Hajfd, ‘and 45 virtimily every city and town.
Jerusalem boasts of no less thap twa ‘eruvim: one set up by the Chief Rab-
binute, and one set up by the Heth Din Tredek of the Eldah Hachareidls,
which refuses to refy on the Ziviilst eruv of the Chief Rabbinate.

Also in America, Rabbi Moshe Faiistein shelita has been instrumental,

both personally and by writing letters (of which we have copies), In setting

up eruvin in many Aisricsn citgs. As is well known, he helped set up
eruvin in Queens, Far Rockuwiy, Senfa!c. Monsey, and in nurrerous other

localities. These ake irrefutable Blitoric facty.

The aforementioned promivgnt rabbi. in his radic address. stated
that all the Jews in Anierica and In:gther countries. who rely on these eruvin,
are flagrant desécrators of the Sabbath and are deservant of death by
Stoning. G-d forbid that one make such a mzr.ament against K'lal Yisroel!!
‘Bapecially during the ten days of penitence! !’

1t Is.virtually incomprehenyl le that @ prominent rabbi of his caliber
and erudition should be Ignorsnt of sl the g‘i’l‘lﬁm of the past generation

who sanctioned the setting up of efyvin in cities and towns. It is incredible
that a rabbi of his prominence should be Ignorant of all these paskim g8 well
a8 all the well-known facty that there were eruvin In many clties. -
| We, therefare, appeal to the-afovementioned rabbi to review, the facts, |
7to_acknowledge the truth, and to relract his statement. He is guilty of
publicizing an error, either Intentionally or unintentionally, that can cause
§ move harm than the eruv, since il s a miginterpretation and o distortion
of Torah.

With blegsings for a G mar Chasimah Tovah,
. The Cotimittee for the Sauctity of the Sabbath
in Greater New York

R NEW YORK |




