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The Non-Reliability of Medicine
by HaRav Sholom Yehuda Gross
Rosh Mesivta of Yeshiva & Kollel Beis Yeshaya, Brooklyn, N.Y.

After detailed research and diligent investigation it has been disclosed that it is
impossible to rely, whatsoever, on the accuracy of the kashrus of medicinal
products (including capsules, drugs, powders, fluids, etc.) for use both during
the entire year, as well as on Pesach.

Besides considering the questionability of the medicinal ingredients contained
in animal products or derivatives, Passover use brings with it a series of doubtful
ingredients (from the kashrus standpoint), such as legumes (kitniyos), e.g., corn
starch, etc.

All the lists promulgated, published and issued by various Rabbinical
organizations and individual Rabbis are based on their personal written
correspondence between themselves and the drug manufacturing companies....
The list preparation does not use the most valid accepted standard kashrus
criteria of “personal supervision,” mashgiach, or the all important on-site
inspection at any of the drug manufacturing or processing facilities. None of
these personal inspections exist,

Despite their meritorious intentions it is, indeed, surprising that such lists are
issues at all! It demands a significant immeasurable responsibility to publicize a
“list” of kosher medicines (which in the opinion of the ‘issuing Rabbi’ are
kosher), since research has proven that from the time the original list is prepared
(based on the written questionnaires) to the “date of publication,” the
production process and ingredients could, and do, drastically change. All of the
major drug manufacturing companies have explicitly stated that they can not
inform anyone as to the kashrus of a drug at any particular given time because:
(a) the production process constantly changes; (b) their own suppliers of
ingredients do not use standard single sources as an origin for their raw material
ingredients. Each ingredient is purchased from different sources and the origin
of the basic ingredient is in a constant state of flux, depending on market
conditions.

The issuance of any published list which itemizes so-called kosher medicines is
comparable to one’s attesting that he saw the sun shining at night! It is a sad
commentary on our era that individuals continueito mislead the Jewish public —
who are so eager to follow the Torah-true path'— whenithey misinform as to
how to properly act.

In addition, even if it were possible to guarantee the kashrus of a particular
medicine, the certification is only applicable to a particular “batch.” The
Medicines which were stored in warehouses, and /or lie for unknown periods on
the pharmacy or drug store shelf do not indicate when or under what quality
controls they were prepared. And, medicines, per se, do not come with a
hashgacha.
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I quote some of the major pharmaceutical ‘companies in this regard:

I: Abbott... “We prefer that such tests not be made due to the frequency with
which our product formulas change...”

2: Parke-Davis... “It is impossible for us to give a complete breakdown of all
ingredients...they may be subject to revision from time to time.”

3: Syntex... “I question whether you can obtain more than a few tablets on the
market (from all companies) which do not contain some corn starch.”

4: Ciba-Greigg... “I doubt whether any company has products which would be
considered as kosher unless it had made a concerted effort to manufacture
them,”

The only solution for a G-d fearing man who requires the use of a medicine is
not to rely on any published list, but to personally ask a sheaylah (question) from

an authoritative, competent orthodox Rabbi, Each and every Rabbi who is
questioned regarding the kashrus of certain medicines should carefully measure
his decision, based on halacha and technology, consisting of detailed knowledge
of the nature and medical diagnosis of the iliness with its implications in halachg
and the prescribed medicine. Over-the-counter-drugs should not be permitted
unless special circumstances require their use.

The above is a summary-of a monumental Sefer recently published by Rabbi Sholom Yehudah
Gross, residing at 471-12th Avenue, Brooklyn, New York | 1219, who quotes each and every one of
his sources for the above statements. Rabbi Moshe Stern (the chreciner‘ Rav), as well as other
authoritative Gaonimm ,gave their highest approbations (Haskamas) to the distinguished author
and his sefer,

(xn-n-nxuxn-nxn-nxnxnxn-nxu-nxnxnxn-nxnxu-n-n-nx-ln-n-n-nx-xnxu-n o)

NEW FOR PESACH

Two vital new books dealing with matters that every Jew must know on
Pesach:
(The Baking of Matzos)
1. The general concept of cating kosher matzos, especially as developed in
Gaonic and Chasidic sources.
2. An encyclopedic compilation of all the laws involved in baking m:tzos, from
cutting the grain until the final steps.
3. Gaonic and Chasidic customs involving baking and preparing matzos.
ACHILAS MATZOS BE-YISROEL (Eating Matzos)
The laws of eating matzos, from the Seder night until the end of Pesach. Also a
discussion of eating wetted matzah (gebrokts). Many stories of Chasidic origin
regarding matzos presented in a separate section. Another section discusses the
questions of the kashruth of medicines on Pesach, as well as all year round (in
English). The work concludes with a survey ofall the pertinent laws of Pesach as
taught by Rabbi Moshe Stern (the Debreciner Rav).
At all Jewish stores: $9.50 for the set. For mail order, add $1.50 for postage and
handling.

RABBI S.J. GROSS (the Holminer Rav)
4711-12th Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219
Tel: (212) 436-8086
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Laws of Pesach

The Torah world has been enriched with the publication of two new and
interesting seforim concerning Pesach.

1) “Afias Hamatzohs Hasholem” concerning the 1aws and customs of baking
of Matzohs.

2) ‘Achilas Matzohs B'Yisroel concerning to laws and customs pertaining to
the Seder night.

These seforim have just been published by the well known author Rabbi
Sholom Yehuda Gross, the rabbi of Holmin and Cong. Magen Shaul and Rosh
Mesivta of Yeshiva and Kollel BeisYeshaya, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Afias Hamatzohs Hasholem deals with the various aspects of baking Matzoh
cutting the wheat, grinding the flour, the kneading of the dough, the rolling and
baking, etc.

The author clarifies many complex problems, citing the sources. He starts
from the Gemara and includes the greatest poskim and Gedolim. It clarifies
many of the practical aspects of making the matzoh.

The language is clear and easy to understand. The laws are important for
everyone---not only for those who actually bake Matzohs.

This is the most comprehensive work issued to date on the eating and baking
of Matzoh. In addition, the author includes the customs of many of the great
Gaonim and Tzadikim of previous generations concerning the baking of
Matzohs.

The second volume “Achilas Matzoh B’Yisroel” is divided into seven parts
presenting important guidelines concerning the mitzvoh of eating matzoh on
Pesach.

(1) What are the measurements of a Kezais, “Beiah and Revies™

The book includes a special chart showing the varicus opinions and contains
measurements, both in grams and ounces (2) How the kezaisim should be
caten (3) how fast do they have to be eaten (4) until what time is one allowed to
cat matzoh? (5) what to do if one cannot eat the required measurements? (6)
what can be done if the time for eating has passed?



All these and other problems are discussed in full detail according to halacha.

Another section contains wonderful stories about tzadikim concerning
Pesach. This chapter contains excellent material for parents and grandparentsto
relate to their children at the Seder.

There is also a chapter “Halacha leMoshe” concerning important halachos of
Pesach written by Hagaon Rabbi Moshe Stern, the Debretziner Rav.

Among the many approbations (haskamos) of the various gedolim, the
Debretziner Rav comments that such a gigantic encyclopedic work on baking
and eating Matzohs has not been printed to this day. The thousands of Laws and
Customs mentioned will serve as a guide to all who care in baking Matzohs.

The last part contains excerpts in English from the correspondence the author
received from many of the greatest companies in the Drug and Pharmaceutical
industry. These letters indicate that it is questionable whether most medicines
are kosher for Pesach, and also sheds light ont their standard of Kashrus during
the whole year.

According to the new information contained in these letters from the various
companies, it is evident that one should not rely on the various published lists
concerning the Kashrus of various medicines for Pesach as issued by the various
Rabbinical organizations or individual rabbis, These lists were compiled
without the knowledge of the new information written by the companies to the
author!

The author has been working for years at great expense and efforts in order to
compile and publicize this information concerning the kashrus of medicines.
These letters are but a small part of the hundreds of letters the author has
received from various companies.

This information concerning medicines is of great importance for anyone
contemplating the use of medicine on Pesach.

| These two volumes will enrich your knowledge about baking and eating
'matzoh in order to celebrate the holiday of Pesach according to the halacha.
|
i

Rabbi Sholem Yehuda Gross is the author of the following seforim.

3 Nefesh Yeshais — kashruth — foods that are not permitted in Hebrew and English. Zivchu
| Zivchel Tzedek — problems of glatt kosher in America. Simechas Sholom — the laws pertainingto
chupa and marriage. Minchas Yehudah — about Similac and Cholov Akum. Oholei Yisroel — a
guide for the Bungalows in the summer and mezuzos. Dvar Moshe — various customs and laws.

Mnuchas Sholom — a guide concerning the preparation of food in the homc, and Kdushas Yisroel
~— Hilchos Yichud.
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