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TELEX: ITT 4750057

v |SOFECIA

May 12, 1986

Open Letter

Re: Vinegar Produced From Sofecia Alcohel

On September 26, 1985, Sofecia, S.A., an importer of a}-
cohal, received the certification of Rabbi Bernard Levy of
Laboratories for product sold to manufacturers of Kosher
vinegar. We have now become aware that some of thisalcohel,
distilled from grape product, may or may not be appropnate
for Kesher vinegar.

Reproduced below is Rabbi Levv's certification. Al-
though Sofecis has always stored and sold both fermentation
ethyl alcohol and synthetic ethyl alcohol, Rabbi Levy's certifi-
cation was in no way limited 16 any particular category.

His primary concern, expressed at a meeting st his hemae
was that our fermentation aleshol was not of grain origin.
Rabbi Levy never expressed concern relative to wine alcohal,

In summary, we regret any problems this has caused the
Jewish community. Sofecia acted in good faith selling alcohol
which has either synthetic or nen-grain fermented, thus com-
plying with the only requirements ever presented by Rabbi

Levy. ,@muy ubm tted,

s
‘Robert”L. Swaw

RLS:rp . . Cenernl_«anagar-ﬁuik Alcohol

B

PG HOK 216, BAOOKLYN. K ¥ 11204 « 14504228

This ta tg certify thet ve bave sade & Shorough da-
specitec of the Iagredicute end msnuiecturiog facilscies of
SOFECL4 Ecnyl Slcatol §a Cesterde, dew Sereey. ¥e fied 11
lc‘ﬁ‘e Tosher fos year souaé wse incfuding Padesser.

§F Tashr: 3140
Septembes U, ludd

Y
Fatby Beraasd Levy
R Baztisuth Admiststretos

Thie cestidication t» saltd vatst Jcpiender 30, 1980 nad 13
sub ik 10 s1cacwal a8t thet tiac. .

Affiitste of Commlittas For Tha Furtherance Of Torah Obssrvance
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Y016 OYT NN TN YONYY PINIVIYT DYIMHRYION? PN DTV WYX DN onn)
,Sofecia Ethyl Alcohol 1& 9wDN DYT 123 NN DYINUNININD @ WITIN
D WINIODPHTR WT 1Y W72 YINOND DYT DPPYUYI YO 0T LA
: DY INONININD Q) :
— " . - | INI D??D
P.O. Box 10324 ) « . . .
BemamComes Tl Lo (| | PR
M, SOFECIA | | oxipmynene
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e |«
. - R September 9, 1985
R L e T BIPNI DR
o L T IO
it S | e oy
1430 57th Street . _ ' (NIYTPIR
Brooklyn, NY 11219 . ' . J,RD ,“
RE: * KOSHER FOR PASSOVER CERTIFICATION ’ ’D T
Dear Rabbi’ V;N’V’QNV"
Further to our meeting of August 30, 1985, we would like to " :erl\;”"?bu

confirm the follwing points

1 Sofecia's ethyl aleohol is synthe:ically made from ethylene VINRDYY VN

-Bas . N YOYVIO
2 The grain alcohol we previously stored was produced by Grain- JITND 1”"1\’”
P:ocesamg COrporaticn ~KPIN YYD FPINT DT
3 We do not store any ot:hex‘ alechol that is produced from grain °32 DPIPEIIDNT K IXN
nutrients., - PPOUIMN YT 1NT W 1IN
‘. . DN UNAINPON SN0y

TN DIUINDR N UM
INVDIDND” 11D VDOMPIND
SHN JPIINT N MWD YT
Ve hope that. the '’ above answers will enable you to certify our al- | 19NN N onoNp
cohol as soon as pouible . i Loy 1yt WONK

Please :Lv me u have any other questions. XD TNOIN W2 T OND
Bve ‘ c;ll i yo b v other ’ M TFIN "NIDIDNDY

Sincerely, TN W UWDN
: No TN W
j 19 e N OYPINURINDNY

TINIO 1293 4NN P
SINANDIN UIND WDIN
YRIKPIN SO0 WENN
VINDYI UIOYVIY

LI YoYUy 1D

&  The vessels ve sre :nmporting the alcohol from Europe to
. Perth Amboy are life-lteam—cleaned before lcmding

HVDK/ 3 .

M: Dvwsu PN vN PYHIO MRITIORDY YT N TINNYI VIRDM PWINT ONN PWHLWOPIWT T PIN
PN ‘)NJ\:”\D A AR 1'1N9 'w*mm: VIR DPINONININS ® 5T 199N ,1986 YO-12 300 N3
LOWNT YIONRIIN N -

o '\33)"") SPERNINDIN YN IND
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It was discovered through research done by the
OU, Vaad of Baltimore and the Kaf K that an
importer of alcohol under the kashruth certification
of a widely known kashruth laboratory, had in fact
been importing for approximately a six-month period

‘| @ nonacceptable wine-derived aicohol. This alcohol

was sold to many companies under various supervi-
sions to be used to ferment into vinegar. The consu-
mer should be aware that, especially within the Met-
ropolitan New York area, many products that contain
vinegar may have been derived from this wine alco-
hol. To date, we know that the following products are
acceptable: all Heinz products, Including their

| vinegar and ketchup; Hellmann’s Mayonnaise, Indian

Summer Vinegar, Doxee Mayonnaise, Admiration’s
Salad Dressing, Doxee Salad Dressing, Conway
Salad Dressing, Pfeitfer Salad Dressing, Vita herring,
Novie Fish, Feature Foods, Springfield Smoked Fish,
Lyon Foods, Tnuva Products.

It will take some time for the various kashruth
agencies to research each product that uses vinegar.
In the interim, people should suspend using all
vinegar products which are not yet on an approved
list until their Halachic status Is properly evaluated.

Vaad of Baltimore Union of Orthodox Jewish
Congregations of America

Kaf K Kosher Supervision.

Services
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