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Congregation YOung Israel of San FranciscO
1806 Noriega Street ® 5an Francisco, CA 94122
Rabbi P. Lipnet, Rabbi @ Dr. Nortman Ozersky, President ® Established 1971
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The myp» i San Francisco 1§ owned by the Jewish Community Federation, a non-orthodox
Jewish organization. It was built by 5”3t wBoynn 370 with the approval of ¥ v
WY TINMTP DN of Belgium. Smce the passing of the Helmitzer Rav, the mp» has
been in the care of Rabbi Jacob Traub and the Mikva Society. In the past the mpn Was
periodically checked for nont by Rabbi Schick, an older Rav who was part of our
community and recently moved 10 L e Nobody ever bad a MR AW that the ran
water had been changed by people uneducated n MXNPD mavn.

We were very jucky that NOYDY AWYIRY 0D 7 ~UTD 3TN was called in by Rabb1
Traub 1¥n OO0 check the MpnN- During his stay here, Rabbi Traub happened 10
mention YO 32 NYOD {hat he had changed the ow) 0 on his own. The San Francisco
qr1ann nonp and TN 11 know Rabbi Traub to be unreliable in Rabbinical issues including
nyD and MNYI, and we therefore certainly consider him unreliable for mrypn. Asa result,
the local conmmmumity of M 13 and OYTN stopped using this 7?2, since it was impossible
to changememinwater umtil the fall due 10 lack of rain. There is a Mpn an hour away from
here in Berkeley, and we all use that on¢ nstead. This was following the advice of DIV M
NPV TR and Yy Y TP Y NV WRND AP 1 VTN, Washigton Heights.

Recently, 773 709 YN ONIR 1 Was called to San Francisco by the Presidents of The
Mikveh Society to mspect the MPH. The problem is that they NpYT called him to towd In a

way that the TN onp and M 3 would not know about his coming. In fact, members
of The Mikveb Society were specifically mstructed not to mention the meetng 10 US.

We were tipped off about the meetmg with Rabbi Bick, and at 10:00 a.m. Thursday July 31,
1997 we arrived uninvited to the meetmg at the nvop. Needless to say, an unpleasant scene
ensued, ad they even threatened that they would call the police to throw us out.

At the meeting We Were shocked to hear Rabbi Bick publicly deoounce Rabbi Rosenbersg.
saymg that he was a layman unqualified to rule on MPD 1SEULS. He even went s0 far as to say
that we should refer 0 Rabbi Rosenberg as Mister Rosenberg because he never bad ArWA.
In our dealings with Rabbi Rosenberg he has been straightforward and trustworthy, and we
have the deepest admiration and respect for him. Rabbi Rosenberg also showed us many
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e yam2 from the ©YpoOn M of this generation, SO We Were very suspicious of Rav
Bick's harsh opinion of Rabbi Rosenberg.

The fact is that even if Rabbi Bick bad a poor opimion of Rebbi Rosenberg, he shcadyave
kept it to himself. The own iyoyn that he caused by saying these things m front of a group of
people who dislike o¥Tn i general is astounding. All it did was give these people more
ammunition to say that the San Francisco TYTN 9Ny 1s Just out to cause trouble, and that
there never had really been any problem with the Mikva in the first place.

We also were dismayed about the fact that Rabbi Bick repeatedly denied us a private
interview where we could tell hrm our views about the situation, and to explam to him the
background of Rabbi Rosenberg's and Dayan Posen's view of the status of the Mpn.

The end was that Rav Bick declared that the Mikva was 100% nbnnsb 9ws. We asked him
Awyp Nywa what his reasoning was, and he told me "It's only an assumption that he (Rabbn
Traub) did not fill it correctly’. We then asked bim what about the fact that Rabbi
Roscnberg had caught Rabbi Traub in many lies, including the claim that The Helmitzer Rav
bad changed the rain water a few years ago together with him. The Helmtzer was 902 SiX
years agp, and could not possibly have helped m the filting of the rain water. We also told
Rav Bick that Rabbi Rosenberg said that the Mikva has a few potential problems which
require a competent NI AN when filling the tain water, and Rabbi Traub knew nothing at
all sbowt these problems. He answered Won nta "Rabbi Rosenberg is a liar”. At this pomt
we had po idea who 1o believe, so ye accepted Rabbi Bick’s ruling without a problem. We
even announced it in Shul that nav.

Over that weekend we felt umeasy about Rabbi Bick's reasoning. Our experience had been
that Rabbi Rosenberg is not a liar, and his opinion that the Mikva was not to be used was
backed by N0 PN PYI. Rabbi Bick had not told me of any halachic issue which
would make the Mikva usable, so we decided to speak 10 NP TIMDNP DM 1 TN 10
get his opinion. Rabbi Kreisworth spoke to Rabbi Bick, and 10ld us that we should 1gnore
Rav Bick's oo  and that Rabbi Bick bad 1old him that his Po9 had been based on the
reasoning "TOUNT VY PO AN D2 ey, Needless to say, the nrTIn nonp and 7N N3
were very insulted that Rav Bick would let us use such a Mikva based on such sillmess. We
called Rav Bick on conference call with other members of the community. and Rav Bick told
us that we should use a different Mikva, and to tell the all 7 3 to do so as well. He also
promised us a In33 TN We went ahead and spread the word in the orthodox

communities that the Mikva was still po good, and then we started hearmg from people that

Rav Bick was still saying that there really is no problem and that everything is still 100% 2>
arnndb.

The bottom line is that not only did Rav Bick not give us a Mtn a0, he made us ook like
N 33 who just wanted to make trouble for Rabbi Traub. We told people not to usc
the Mikva bascd on Rabbi Bick's mstructions to us, then the same people would call him
directly and he'd tcll them that it 1 YMNNOY WD
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The people i charge of the Mikva are telling everyone in town that everything is perfectly
fine, and that Rav Bick has given ns O.K. to the Mikva. To make matters worse, we found
out that they were planning to put an ad m the local Jewist. ua, ‘er saying that the mpn is
under the Anwn of Rav Bick. We quickly called Rav Bick " nking that he had been 1,
and informed him of the intention of the Mikva Board. He promused that he would not aliow
his name 1o be used in such an ad  Of course, the ad came out with his name as the 20
~wo1n, and Rav Bick never came out publicly saying that he was not. Just another promise
that Rav Bick has broken 1o us in the past few months.

Lately Rav Bick has been telling people that he has nothmg to do with the Mikva, and that he
doesn't want to be involved anymore. He tells them that it really is n>rnob 9o, but that
he's gettmg too much pressure from certain people about it. At this pomnt, Rav Bick camnot
say that he has no Mo»Y, since the damage is done, he already came out with a P9, so he
needs to clearly say where he stands. H pot, there will always be people who will rely on his
o1 and on Rabbi Traub's nruwn, and the orthodox community will never be able to use this
Mikva again, and for those that do use it, it is a Mwop of MM, -

We thought that maybe Rav Bick was concerned that if he came out against the Mikva that
some women would not use any at all, but if this was his thinking he should have toid us
quietly not to use it. We know of at least one case where he told Rabbi Brafman, a n'
from Far Rockaway, that the Mikva was 100% n2'nndd v, Clearly Rav Bick is not doing
this because of the San Francisco women who may not use a Mikva, since Rabbi Brafroan 1s
not a member of this community, and which Mikva he does or does not use makes no
difference to a woman here.

Rav Bick made a big mess here. He succeeded in creating an even worse atmosphere for
@y and 77N %3 than there was before he came. His practice of telling each person a
different nabn oo — depending on which side they were on — is very harmful To this day
be still tells some people that it is 1>°nND W3, and he recently told Xnoobw YR AP 1,
a WoWRY Yornon from Boro Park, that 1t is not nnnsd. Hisa nom nvnithat an
orthodox o behaves in such a manner, especially manmd moxd wva. He recently told
someone that be 1S planming to come change the ram water "ust to make certsin people
happy" but that really there is no problem. This is after Rabbi Kreisworth (p7 7200

1 MN), Rabbi Blum (7 "URp P93 ~4#axq) and other ©¥po have told Rav Bick that
his fobn Poo was wrong and that it should be changed.

We do not want Rav Bick back in town, and even if he does come to change the water, we
will mot acoept bum as the »wonn 31, We have lost all faith m his N3N poa and o Rav Bick
as a pus.

We feel that the 09370 YIRRNN, the greatest PT 513 m the MTIND YW, has a
responsibility to make sure that Rav Bick fixes this situation, smee he is a member of the
IMTHXNST.
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The following thmgs pced to be do

Rav Bick is makmg nu3 + m us all by giving out different nobn poa to many
different people. Hehasto make up his mind once and for all which nobn po2is
correct, and he should stick to it, no matter who is asking the noNv.

Rav Bick needs to clarify his position anza. If he feels the Mikva is 92, let him say
so together with his reasoning in Writing. If he feels that it is not 7, he must also
say so in writing, and he must make it crystal clear that he is not backimg down
because of political or any other kind of pressure, but that he did not have all the
information when be gave his original pvs. If be reverses his poa, he must make sure
that people understand that he's domg so strictly yn2bn DyvD.

To the community here it seems that Rabbi Bick has given full nWD0 to Rabbi
Traub. This is a terrible PN, since Rabbi Traub is not a man who any orthodox
person should trust asa Rav. This is not the place for a full report on Rabbi Traub,
but if more information is necessary, we can give evidence backing this up. At this
point Rabbi Traub can now legitinuize himself in the eyes of orthodox people, since a
Rabbi and member of the nytnaan trusts him! Also, the Mikva will never be fixed, -
since now they feel that they have a poo that it is 7o, so why do anything else.
Rabbi Bick must disassociate himself regarding our Mikva from Rabbi Traub and
make it clear that he gives 0o N0 to him at all
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August 20, 1997
Dear Friend:

Enclosed , - 2a< * find a letter dated August 14, 1997 from Rabbi Abraham Y. Bick. Although it is
self-explanatory, a brief history is necessary to explain the entire context and situation surrounding
the sending of the letter.

Rabbi Bick was called to San Francisco by the Presidium of The Mikveh Society n a very
secretive manner. In fact, members of The Mikveh Society were specifically instructed not to
mention the meeting to us or to any Bay Area rabbis! Clearly there is something that they felt we
could say to Rabbi Bick which would in some way conflict with their agenda. Rabbi Bick was
informed that Rabbi Rosenberg had been to San Francisco, but was not informed that there was
solid halachic opinion which rendered our Mikveh second rate (or questionable), at best.

We were tipped off about the meeting with Rabbi Bick, and at 10:00 a.m. Thursday July 31, 1997,
we arrived uninvited to the meeting at the Milkveh. Needless to say, an unpleasant scene ensued,
and the threat was even made that the police would be called to evict us.

At the meeting we were shocked to hear Rabbi Bick publicly denounce Rabbi Rosenberg, saying
that he was a layman unqualified to rule on Mikveh jssues. He even went so far as to say that we
should refer to Rabbi Rosenberg as “Mister Rosenberg” because he was never ordained as a rabbi.
(In fact Rabbi Rosenberg has no less than seven ordinations from seven different Mikveh
authorities, including The Helmitzer Rebbe zt”1) In our dealings with Rabbi Rosenberg he has
been straightforward and trustworthy, and we have the deepest appreciation and respect for him.
We also were dismayed about the fact that Rabbi Bick repeatedly denied us a private interview
where we could tell him our views about the situation.

In short, for some reason, Rabbi Bick decided to render judgment without havmng all the facts laid
out in front of him, something which he evidently regrets (see attached letter, paragraph # 4). He
also felt the necessity to destroy the good name of another rabbi for no apparent reason.

Rabbi Bick clearly was duped by the insidious strategy perpetrated by The Mikveh Board, a ploy
designed to get a judgment declaring the Mikveh 100% kosher for all. One must understand,
however, that it is the rabbi’s job to research all opinions in any halachic issue, and ultimately
Rabbi Bick himself must bear responsibility for what he now admits was an improper ruling,
regardless of the shameless misbehavior of the ones who called him to town. We have lost
confidence in the halachic ruling of Rabbi % based on the above, and as of now his involvement
i the San Francisco Mikveh 1s without our approval. We urge The Mikveh Society to re-call
Rabbi Rosenberg to refill the Mikveh once the rains begin.

Please feel free to speak directly to Rabbi Rosenberg about this issue. His home number 1s (718)
384-3674.
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Rabbi P. Lipner V Rabbi Aaron Rosenbleeth / Rabbi Sholom Fine
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Rabbi Abraham Y. Bick
1547 55th Street
Brooklyn, New York 11219
(718) 854-2617

IV AN N
August 14, 1997

The Mikveh Society of San Francisco
3355 Sacramento Street
San Francisco, CA 94118

Dear Rabbi Traub and The Mikveh Board:
I hereby express my deep apology for my wrongful criticism of Rabbi Nuchem
Rosenberg, whose qualifications as a Rabbi and in particular as being rabbinically qualified in all

matters pertaining to Mikvaoth is, as I recently learned, world renown.

I have given my personal apology to him directly for having said words to you that
questioned his authority and qualifications in Mikvaoth matters.

In order to complete my repentance I now make my apology to you since it was to you
that the bad words, Y7 )W2, were spoken.

Rabbi Nuchem Rosenberg’s views about the Kashruth of your Mikveh are well supported
in Jewish Halacha, and I was wrong to cast doubt upon his opinions. He has received S’'micha
from many prominent Rabbonim which more than speaks for his qualifications.

I request yours and Rabbi Nuchem Rosenberg’s forgiveness for my improper speech.
May my apology be accepted by you and Rabbi Nuchem Rosenberg and may you both be

inscribed together with the whole B’nei Yisroel for a good and blessed year.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Abraham Y. Bick

Phd] Lok Uepilliei N Neives

Witess Ty Witness Ty

cc: Rabbi Nuchem Rosenberg
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REFORM MOHELIM

Fred R. Kogen, M.D.*
(415)392-2211 or (818) 347-7244

W eosite: Www.I0C] . Th el
Full-time professic ~' 1ohel, 12 years
experience, available th roughout
California and Nevada. Performs brit
milah for all non-Orthodox families,
i.e.. Conservative, Reform. Renewal,
Reconstructionist and other variants.

Judith L. Mates, M.D.

1039 Grant Avenue, Suite 201
San Francisco. CA 94133
(415) 781-2268

FAX (415) 781-3788

Email: judymates@aol.com

Jing Piser, M.D.
201 Pacific Avenue
Piedmont, CA 94611
(510)654-8004

Joel Piser, M.D.

2999 Regent Street, #612
Berkeley, CA 94705
Home: (510) 654-8004
Office: (510) 848-1727

« 10 sessions on topics such as:
Love & Commitment

Sex and Intimacy

Cost:

14 RESOVRCE

Communication & Problem-solving

Children, family, dual careers

When: Ongoing

Where: Jewish Family Service of Santa Clara County
$175/couple. Includes manual.

Call Karen Belford, MSW, 408-356-7576

Co-sponsored by JFS, JCC. Congregations Beth David,
Shir Hadash, Sinai and Temple Emanu-El

A great engagement or wedding gift!

Mark M. Rubenstein, M.D.
2700 Grant Street, #110
Concord, CA 94520

Office: (510) 676-6500
mome \Sua Gor sl
Email; markmd@ibm.aet

Eric Tabas, M.D.

490 Post Street, #939

San Francisco, CA 94102

(415) 397-2331/FAX (415) 397-4225

Marc Usatin, M.D.
1425 South Main Street
Woalnut Creek, CA 94596
(510) 295-5155

ALTERNATIVE

Alternative Bris Support Group
Mail to: P.O. Box 1305

Capitola, CA 95010

(408) 475-3313

FAX (408) 465-0737

Email: bryce@cruzio.com

Provides support and information

on alternative bris ceremonies and
medical, religious and cultural infor-
mation for parents considering
covenant/naming ceremonies without
circumcision.

Making Marriage Work

Seminars for Jewish
and Interfaith couples
preparing for marriage.

Nationally recognized. highly
successful program developed by
the University of Judaism.

« 2 sessions with a rabbi
« 1 session with a financial advisor

» Each couple has a private session
with a marriage counselor

BRIT BAT/ SIMCHAT BAT
(REJOICING FOR DAUGHTER)

The Listh of 2 babv vl is tradirionally
or parents are caiiea jo e Jorah on the
Sabbath to give the newborn her Hebrew
name. The past decade has seen the devel-
opment of various naming ceremonies for
girls. In fact, there is a growing liturgy
around the brit bat, and various alterna-
tive rituals have been proposed. This ritual
is frequently performed on the eighth day
of a baby girl’s life.

PIDYON HABEN
(FIRST-BORN REDEMPTION)

A pidyon haben, redemption of son, takes
place 30 days after the birth of a first-born
baby boy. The tradition is based on the
belief that first-born sons were to serve
God in the Temple. To redeem them from
that obligation, five shekels were given to
the Temple priests, who then served in the
Temple instead. The ceremony today usu-
ally involves a symbolic charitable dona-
tion.

L 8.H.|

THE MIKVEH X:;X
SOCIETY OF ‘
@O san Francisco @@

Mikveh Israel B'nai David

Invites you to
find out about
the Mikveh.

Tours and Classes gladly given.

The Mikveh is currently
under the guidance and
certification of world
renowned Mikveh authority,
Rabbi Avraham Yehoshoa Bick.
oY Seyn peer anaN Y 4_
For more information
and appointments call:
(415) 921-4070
3355 Sacramento St.
San Francisco, CA 94118
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