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The M in San Francisco is owned by the Jewish Community Federation, a non-orthodox
Jewish organization. It was built by 53t \yabyan 370 with the approval of ¥ o
oYY v MHYp o0 M of Belgium. Smee the passing of the Helmitzer Rav, the mpn has
been in the care of Rabbi Jacob Traub and the Mikva Society. In the past the mpn was
periodically checked for nnt by Rabbi Schick, an older Rav who was part of our
community and recently moved to YN XN Nobody ever had a 300X 7w that the rain
water had been changed by people uneducated in mampn M.

We were very hucky that NnOY2¥ YDYING 0D M 37D 377N was called in by Rabbi
Traub ten 01 to check the Mmpn. During his stay here, Rabbi Traub happened to
mention ¥ %95 nvon that he had changed the ©w) 31 on his own. The San Francisco
nv1nn nonp and 7 22 know Rabbi Traub to be unrehable n Rabbinical issues includmg
nv» and R, and we therefore certainly consider him unreliable for mxnpn. As a result,
the local conmmunity of 731 %22 and 0y stopped using this mpn, since it was impossible
to change the rain water until the fall due to lack of ram. There is a Mpn an hour away from
here in Berkeley, and we all use that onc instead. This was following the advice of 0¥ M
NV YWDMNT and YN SYTY SRPT YT ROV IR apw 1 ynn, Washigton Heights.

Recently, 773 9wy yern» onnan 0 was called to San Francisco by the Presidents of The
Mikveh Society fo inspect the mpn. The problem is that they NpvT called him to town in a
way that the 7N NP and NN N2 would not know about his coming. In fact, members
of The Mikveh Society were specifically mstructed not to mention the meeting to us.

We werc tipped off about the mecting with Rabbi Bick, and at 10:00 a.m. Thursday July 31,
1997 we arrived uninvited to the meeting at the mpn. Needless to say, an unpleasant scene
ensued, and they even threatened that they would call the potlice 1o throw us out.

At the meeting we were shocked to hear Rabbi Bick publicly denounce Rabbi Rosenberg,
saymg that he was a layman unqualified to rule on ,Mpn issues. He even went so far as to say
that we should refer to Rabbi Rosenberg as Mister Rosenberg because he never had nxw.
In our dealings with Rabbi Rosenberg he has been straightforward and trustworthy, and we
have the deepest admiration and respect for him. Rabb: Rosenberg also showed us many
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nn Yano from the 0¥pown Y1 of this generation, so we were very suspicious of Rav
Bick’s harsh opmion of Rabbi Rosenberg.

The fact is that even if Rabbi Bick had a poor opimion of Rabbi Rosenberg, he should have
kept it to himself. The own 9¥»n that he caused by saying these things in front of a group of
people who dislike 010 in general is astounding. All it did was give these people more
ammunition to say that the San Francisco 5»Tn nbnp is just out to cause trouble, and that
there never had really been any problem with the Mikva in the first place.

We also were dismayed about the fact that Rabbi Bick repeatedly denied us a private
mterview where we could tell him our views about the situation, and to explain to him the
background of Rabbi Rosenberg's and Dayan Posen's view of the status of the mpn.

The end was that Rav Bick declarcd that the Mikva was 100% n%nndb 9w>. We asked him
nwyn nywa what his reasoning was, and he told me "It's only an assumption that he (Rabb
Traub) did not fill it correctly”. We then asked him what about the fact that Rabbi

Rosenberg had caught Rabbi Traub i many lies, including the claim that The Helmitzer Rav
had changed the ram water a few years ago together with him. The Helmitzer was 7093 six
years agp, and could not possibly have helped in the filling of the rain water. We also told
Rav Bick that Rabbi Rosenberg said that the Mikva has a few potential problems which
require a competent PXMN 7 when filling the rain water, and Rabbi Traub knew nothmg at
all about these problems. He answered )Wwon nta “Rabbi Rosenberg is a liar”. At this point

we had no idea who to believe, so yve accepted Rabbi Bick's ruling without a problem. We
even announced it in Shul that nav.

Over that weekend we felt uneasy about Rabbi Bick's reasoning. Our experience had been
that Rabbi Rosenberg is not a liar, and his opinion that the Mikva was not to be used was
backed by nvYow Wwine 1. Rabbi Bick had not told me of any halachic issuc which
would make the Mikva usable, so we decided to speak 1o XYW vVINMP PN A ¥ tO
get his opinion. Rabbi Kreisworth spoke to Rabbi Bick, and told us that we should ignore
Rav Bick’s pvo  and that Rabbi Bick had told him that his po9 had been based on the
reasoning MYOWNT PV Pyt n 22 59y Needless to say, the nv1n nbnp and 7m »3
were very msulted that Rav Bick would let us use such a Mikva based on such silliness. We
called Rav Bick on conference call with other members of the commmity, and Rav Bick told
us that we should use a diffcrent Mikva, and to tell the all " »1 to do so as well. He also
promised us a 2132 iTn. We went ahead and spread the word in the orthodox
communities that the Mikva was still no good, and then we started hearing from people that

Rav Bick was still saying that there really is no problem and that everything is stil 100% w>
avANd.

The bottom Ime 1s that not only did Rav Bick not give us a ntn an, he made us look like
NN Y5y who just wanted to make trouble for Rabbi Traub. We told people not to use
the Mikva based on Rabbi Bick's mstructions to us, then the same peopie would call him
directly and he'd tell them that it is n9nob Ywo.
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The people m charge of the Mikva are telling everyone i town that everything is perfectly
fine, and that Rav Bick has given s QO.K. to the Mikva. To make matters worse, we found
out that they were planning to put an ad m the local Jewish paper saying that the mpn is
under the mawn of Rav Bick. We quickly called Rav Bick, thinking that he had been 1tn,
and mformed him of the mtention of the Mikva Board. He pronmsed that he would not allow
his name 10 be used in such an ad. Of course, the ad came out with his name as the 21
Ywonn, and Rav Bick never came out publicly saying that he was not. Just another promise
that Rav Bick has broken to us in the past few months.

Lately Rav Bick has been telling people that he has nothing to do with the Mikva, and that he
doesn't want to be involved anymore. He tells them that it really is >rinob 9w, but that
he's getting too much pressure from certain people about it. At this pomnt, Rav Bick cannot
say that he has no no»w, smce the damage is done, he already came out with a pos, so he
needs to clearly say where he stands. If not, there will always be people who will rely on his
o9 and on Rabbi Traub's nrawn, and the orthodox community will never be able to use this
Mikva again, and for those that do use it, it is a 2 Wwop of MP™MD. .-

We thought that mayhe Rav Bick was concemed that if he came out against the Mikva that
some women would not use any at all, but if this was his thinking he should have told us
quietly not to use it. We know of at least one case where he told Rabbi Brafiman, a
from Far Rockaway, that the Mikva was 100% n»nnab qwa. Clearly Rav Bick is not domg
this because of the San Francisco women who may not use a Mikva, since Rabbi Brafman is
not a member of this community, and which Mikva he does or does not use makes no
difference to a woman here.

Rav Bick made a big mess here. He succeeded in creating an even worse atmosphere for
01N and NN 12 than there was before he came. His practice of telling each person a
different nabn pos -- depending on which side they were on - is very harmful To this day
he still tells some people that it is 19°hn3 e, and he Tecently told x7ohw Yy AP M,
2 W WY yernon from Boro Park, that it is not nnndb. Kis a nowm nvnathatan
orthodox pt19 behavcs in such a manner, especially mn > »1or® yana. He recently told
someone that he 1s planning to come change the rain water "just to make certain people
happy" but that really there is no problem. This is after Rabbi Kreisworth (p»1 7#ax
YMoIx), Rabbi Blum (v ®wxp prp1 17ax) and other 0¥pow have told Rav Bick that
his 72> o9 was wrong and that it should be changed.

We do not want Rav Bick back in town, and even if he does come to change the water, we

will not accept him as the 9°wonn 37 We have lost all faith in his na%n poa and in Rav Bick
as a poIs.

We feel that the o390 nyInaenn, the greatest 1 52 in the s» NN oYW, has a
responsibility to make sure that Rav Bick fixes this situation, since he is a member of the
blaiahank
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The following things necd to be done:

Rav Bick is making nus»> from us all by giving out different nabn *poa to many
different people. He has to make up his mind once and for all which nabn poais
correct, and he should stick to it, no matter who is asking the nbnw.

Rav Bick needs to clarify his position anoa. Ifhe feels the Mikva 15 9¢2, let him say
so together with his reasoning in writing. [f he feels that it is not ¢, he must also
say so in writing, and he must make it crystal clear that he is not backing down
because of political or any other kind of pressure, but that he did not have all the
information when he gave his original pu9. If he reverses his pv9, he must make sure
that people understand that be's doing so strictly mabn oyon.

To the commumity here it seems that Rabbi Bick has given full o to Rabbi
Traub. This is a terrible Ya1n, since Rabbi Traub is not a man who any orthodox
person should trust as a Rav. This is not the place for a full report on Rabbi Traub,
but if more information is necessary, we can give evidence backing this up. At this
point Rabbi Traub can now legitimize himself in the eyes of orthodox people, since a
Rabbi and member of the nymxsw trusts him!  Also, the Mikva will never be fixed,
since now they feel that they have a poo that it is W2, so why do anything else.
Rabbi Bick must disassociate himself regarding our Mikva from Rabbi Traub and
make it clear that he gives no numa to him at all
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