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Translated from the Hebrew

Central Headquarters of the
Agudath Horabonim of Lithuania

With the help of God, Kovna, the 5th day
of Elul, 5699 (August 20th, 1939).

To the Great Rabbis, united in the Kash-
ruth Association of Greater New York,
America.

Dear Friends:

Your words which came from the depth
of your hearts have been heard by us, and
it is with pain in our hearts that we learn
that against the Regulations which you
have instituted that every fowl which does
not bear the seal that it has been slaug-
tered under the supervision of the Kashruth
Association, is forbidden as “N’Vela”
(poultry that died by itself) and “Trefa”
(forbidden), rose disbelievers to desecrate
it, and that Shochtim and poultry dealers
sin and bring others to sin by dealing with
N’Vela and Trefa foods, and we are astound-
ed at the acts of these transgressors who
attempted to oppose such a valued amend-
ment which was made to uphold Kashruth
which is one of the basic principles of our
Torah. And all those who are negligent in
the observance of Kashruth are also negli-
gent in their observance of all the other
laws of the Torah and thus segregate them-
selves from our Holy People.

And therefore, all that the Rabbis have
amended is to be considered as the amend-
ment of the highest Jewish Court— (Beth-
din Hogodol), and the symbols which they
have instituted are the symbols of the
Torah. And we therefore say to the trans-
gressors: “Do not dishonor my anointed
ones”! Take heed and do not break the
bond made by our great Rabbis, beware of
their wrath.
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We are certain that even those who until
now have not been careful and have eaten
fowl without the symbol of Kashruth, will
heed our words and will have pity on their
souls and will no more sin against this
great “Issur” (ban) which was promul-
gated by your great Rabbis. And it is the
holy duty of those who fear God, to unite
and aid in the enforcement of the amend-
ment and to instruct all elements of our
people not to fall into sin by eating N’Vela
and Trefa. And those who will themselves
take care and make others do so, on them
will the Heavens shine and they will be
rewarded with all that is good.

As it is the wish of
SHLOMO HALEVI FEINZILBER
Chief Rabbi of Kudan,
President of the Agudath
Horabonim of Lithuania.

(Seal)
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people with sinful souls which, to the great
sorrow of every God-fearing Jew, makes
light of, and pays no attention to the great
amendment which your Spiritual Leaders,
the Rabbis united in the Kashruth Associa-
tion of Greater New York have instituted,
namely: that only fowl which bear the
scal of Kashruth of the above mentioned
Association, as a symbol that the bird was
slaughtered in accordance with the Hebrew
Orthodox religious law, should be eaten.

Your great Rabbis have requested the
endorsement of the Agudath Horabonim
of Poland to the “Issur” (ban) which they
have promulgated on fowl which is being
slaughtered in New York, and has not
sttached thereto the symbol of Kashruth.
And, although in reality your Rabbis do
not need our approval, as their own knowl-
_edge in Torah is strong enough to institute
amendments and bans according to the laws
of the Torah, and indeed, any one who
ignores them ignores the Torah however,
we comply with their request in order to
help them to keep away others from forbid-
den foods, and to put a stop to the negligent
condition in Kashruth, and in the name of
nearly a thousand Rabbis, Spiritual Lead-
ers of the united Poland we inform you
that we are with you in this great and strong
“Issur” in New York, that all slanghtered
fowl which bear not the seal of Kashruth
of the Kashruth Association of New York,
are forbidden to be eaten, as is “N’Veila”
(poultry that dicd by itsclf) and “Treifa”
(forbidden). And, even the dishes which
were used in cooking forbidden fowl, a
Rabbi should be consulted and bis permis-
sion if they may further be used, obtained.
And the Shochtim, dealers and sellers of
poultry who break this bond, and permit
themselves, with their sinful souls to trans-
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gress against the “Issur” and amendment,
are violators of the Hebrew Orthodox lauw,
and they lose their trustworthiness in Kash-
ruth, and their “Schechita” is forbidden as
“N’veila and “Treifa’. And those persons
dear should

estrange themselves from these transgres-

whose souls are to ‘them,
sors, and no Rabbi or other Great Scholar
can have the power to annul this “Issur”.
Therefore brethren, have pity on yourselves,
do not soil your souls!

And we are certain, that he who has a
spark of fear for God—will from today
onwards abide by this amendment and will
not fall into sin by cating fowl without the
symbol of Kashruth, as such fowl is
“N’veila” and “Treifa”, and you will thus
merit all the blessings stated in the Torah,
for those that abide by the Torah.

As is the wish of those who hope that

the Jews in their exile will soon be redecmed.
Your friends,

Agudath Horabonim of Poland,
Executive Committee.

Menachem Mendel Alter,
Chief Rabbi of Kalish, President.

Yitzchok Mayer Kanal,
Vice-President
Member of Rabbinical Borad of
Warsaw.

Shlomo Dovid Kahane, Vice-President
Member of Rabbinical Borad of
Warsaw.

Reuben Joshua Geifield,
Chief Rabbi of Novi Dvor, Sec’y.
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putes, give honor to the Torah and we will
all be worthy of seeing Israel’s deliverance
from exile and the rebuilding of our Holy
Land.
Your brother whose heart aches at
the misfortunes of our people and who
wishes you peace and blessings.

AsraHAM Dov BeEr KAHANA SHAPIRO,
Chief Rabbi of the Community of Kovna.
(Seal)

Translated from the Hebrew.

Yrrzcrok Isaac Harevi Herzogc
Chief Rabbi of Eretz Israel, who dwells in
the Holy City of Jerusalem.

With the help of God, the 16th day of Ab,
5699, (August 1st, 1939).

To our dear brethren in the greatest Jewish
community—New York.

Our brethren, our flesh and blood, listen
ro us and God will listen to you.

1 was astounded to hear that the great
amendment which was instituted in your
city, that every fowl which is slaughtered
in accordance with Orthodox Hebrew reg-
ulations should be marked with an insignia
adopted by the Kashruth Association of New
York with the endorsement of the Rabbis,
is being broken.

I call to you from the Holy City of
Jerusalem to unite as one man and to sup-
port and strengthen this great amendment
which serves as a bond to eliminate the
negligence in Kashruth, which is one of
the basic principles of our Holy Torah.

And 1 stand wunited with the Rabbis,
Members of the Kashruth Association of
New York, and 1 support the official “Is-
sur” (ban) which was issued, Monday, the
27th day of Cheshvan, 5695 (Monday,
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November 4th, 1934) and cvery thing
which is contained in the Issur.

God forbid, that any Jew should make
light of this Issur. He who will break the
bond, will not only sink his own soul into
sin but will also cause others to stumble
and will be placed in the category of:
“Cursed is he who does not abide by the
words of this Torah”!

1 am certain that from today onwards,
vou will take it to heart and will not per-
mit this bond to be broken, and those who
have until now transgressed against the
Issur will atone and repent and will support
the great and holy amendment and they
will be among the: “Blessed is he who
abides by this Torah”.

And He who has chosen the Torah, the
People of Israel and the holy Mount Zion
—should shield you from enemies and
troubles, and you shall be worthy of seeing
Jerusalem’s deliverance.

Your brother who prays for your
peace and well-being.

YITZCHOK ISAAC HALEVI HERZOG.
(Scal)

Translated from the Hebrew.

AcupatH HoraBoNIM or Poranp
Warsaw, Twarda No. 7,

With the help of God, the 25th day of Ab,
5699, (Aug. 10th, 1939)

"A PROCLAMATION"

To our dear brethren—Jews, residents of
New York.

Listen to us—and God will listen to you!

The greac Rabbis of your country have
informed us of 2 sad and alarming situation,
that there exists among you a group of
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tiony of Greater New York; and an official
“Issur” (decree) was promulgated against
any fowl which does not bear the seal of
Kashruth and such poultry to be considered
as N’Vela and Trefa. This decree was
affirmed by the Agudath Horabonim in
America and this insignia of Kashruth was
also instituted in other Jewish communities
in America.

However, there has lately again been
heard in the streets of New York, the
clamor of people who are unfirm in their
belief and narrow in their conception who
raised their voices against this great amend-
ment and this decree. A number of poultry
dealers have lifted their hands to break our
religious stronghold in order to bring back
the chaos and again cause the Jews to eat
N’Vela and Trefa, and to bring back the
disordered state where every transgressor
may do as he pleases.

Hearing this we could not remain at a
distance and we turn to you, dear brethren,
with an urgent call:

With the will of the Almighty and with
the will of the Torab we stand united with
the Rabbis of New York and enforce with
cvery means the Issur that a fowl which has
not been slaughtered under supervision as
stated in the amendment and bas not at-
tached thereto the symbol of Kashruth from
the Rabbis, is considered forbidden as Trefa
meat. .

The words of the Rabbis of New York
are holy and their Issur—which is now also
our Issur—is based on the law of the
Torah. Those who know and who are
familiar with, the sad state of Kashruth in
the noisy and bustling city of New York,
the difficulty of “Hashgacha (supervision) ;
those who know that many and many of
those who deal with Kashruth are not trust-
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worthy in matters of Kashruth—know that
no fowl can be considered as Kosher unless
it is certain and clear that it was slaughtered
according to the Hebrew law, and this
can only be if it bears the symbol of Kash-
ruth which the Rabbis have instituted.

And furthermore, the Shochet (as well
as the market man) who has the audacity
to knowingly transgress against the Issur
is in any case untrustworthy. And the fact
is clear that a fowl slaughtered not in ac-
cordance with the amendment of the Rabbis
and does not bear the symbol of Kashruth
is forbidden and considered as N'Vela and
Trefa. And the Shochet who will know-
ingly and willingly transgress should be re-
moved and bis “Shechita” (slaughtering)
forbidden until he will repent and atonc
according to the Jewish law, and he who
will go against us and will abet our op-
ponents in any way will be placed in the
category of “Cursed is he who does not
abide by the words of the Torah and so
shall it be done unto him”. And he who
cherishes his soul should estrange himself
from the sinners.

Dear Brethren! The Jews are undergo-
ing a most tragic period. Thick, black
clouds are encircling us and in these times
when a sharp sword is aimed at the throat
of our Nation which bleeds and waivers
between life and death, and now when we
should unite around our Torah and against
our cnemies, in such a time you are per-
mitting yourselves dear brethren, to break
the stronghold of our faith, to kindle the
flames of altercation and to disgrace the
Heavenly Name and the standard-bearers
of our Torah.

Take, brothers, these words into your
hearts, avoid the uncleanliness of “Treifes”

(forbidden food), put an.end to the dis-
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Holy Torah without obstacles. It depends
only on you. Listen then, and obecy the
great scholars—beed their words! Do not
listen to those who help to create sin!
Turn away from them lest you follow them!

I speak emphatically to yon on the
basis of the Torab that under no circum-
stances can the decree which the Rabbis
bave issued be abolished, and the Shochtim
must assist the United Rabbinate of the
Kashruth Association, and also the dealers
in poultry must abide by this amendment
and not break the Ban which has been placed
and not cause the masses to transgress be-
cause the curse that befalls the masses is
your vesponsibility.

I hope that these words which come
from my heart will penetrate into your
hearts and you will abide by the law of
the Torah. Do so, and you shall live long.

I thank the Rabbis for the efforts which
they have exerted to place Kashruth on a
strong foundation by means of their amend-
ment and G-d help you to fulfill your de-
sire and may you see joy in the Godly Land.

As it is the wish of,

RABBI CHAIM OZER GRODZENSKY.
(Seal)

Translated from the Hebrew.

ABRAHAM MORDECAI ALTER
Gerr

With the help of God,
Thursday, 11th day of Ab, (July 27, 1939)

To the worthy Rabbis, Leaders and Mem-
bers of the Kashruth Association of New
York.

Your letter to our Rabbi, Leader and
Teacher has been received. A similar letter
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has also been received from the Agudath
Horabonim of the United States, and I have
the honor to inform you that our Rabbi
agrees to sign the Proclamation of the
Rabbis of our country to urge our brethren
in New York to stand united in the fight
against “Trefa” (forbidden food), by
means of the regulations of the Kashruth
Association,
With respect and blessings of peace
In the name of our Rabbi
Pincus ErryoHu HakOHEN.
(Seal)

Translated from the Hebrew

AsraHaM Dov Ber Karana SHaPRO
Chief Rabbi of the Community of Kovna.

With the help of God, the 14th day of Ab,
5699, (July 30th, 1939.)

To all our dear and worthy brethren, lead-
ers of communities and Jewry of New York,
Greetings and Good Wishes!

It is for many long years that the heart
of every G-d fearing Jew wherever he may
be has been pained at the state of laxity
and dreadful negligence which exists in
the holy field of Kashruth in our largest
Jewish community——New York.

Their hearts grieve that in such a noted
and famous Jewish community as New
York, so many Jews should fall into sin
by eating “N’Vela” (poultry that died by
itself) and “Trefa” (forbidden) which
soils the body and deadens the heart.

Then—several years ago the great Rabbis
of New York, together with many Jewish
leaders in whose hearts the flame of Juda-
ism burns, instituted an amendment that
every fowl should bear a seal of Kashruth
from the Rabbis of the Kashruth Associa-
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Historical Messages fo American Jewry from the
greatest Rabbinical Authorities all over the World

Translated from the Hebrew

Raser CHAM OzeR GRODZENSKY
Vilna
With the Help of God,
the 14th day of Ab, 5699. (July 30, 1939).

I am in receipt of your worthy letter.
You inform me of the amendment which
you instituted several years ago, namely,
that poultry shall bear a “Plombe” (in-
signia), as a sign that it was slaughtered
in a Kosher manner (in accordance with
Orthodox Hebrew regulations), and that
in Greater New York a decree was issued
and promulgated against poultry which does
not bear this insignia and which is slaugh-
tered without the supervision of the Kash-
ruth Association, so that a stop may be put
to the negligence which prevails in the
observance of Kashruth on the part of
thousands and thousands of Jews in the
large Metropolis—New York; and now
there have risen in our midst law-breakers
who seek only their personal gain and foster
this state of laxity and wish to emasculate
the above mentioned amendment and to de-
stroy the strength of our Kashruth laws
which were built by the great Rabbis with
so much effort and sacrifice.

You have indeed followed the law of
the Torah by instituting your amendment
to obviate a transgression of the law and
to prevent the eating of “N’Vela” ( poultry
that died by itself) and “Trefa” (forbid-
den). And, I inform you that in the city
‘of Vilna where I reside, I found that since
‘the year 5643 (1883) there has already
been instituted such an amendment affixing

2 Plombe to every fow] which is slaughtered
according to the Orthodox Hebrew regu-
lations. And in the “Cheirem” (Ban)
which was proclaimed this past 6th day of
Nisan (March), it was again emphasized
to forbid the buying of poultry which does
not bear the seal of Kashruth.

And, if in former times and in such
places where transgression of our Kashruth
laws was less likely, the great scholars of
that generation found it necessary to make
such an amendment, how much more neces-
sary is it today, and especially in America
where the negligence is even greater and
the observance of our religious law is weaker,
surely the Rabbis have done well in issue-
ing this amendment concerning Plombes
and the decree against poultry which does
not bear this Plombe. Great is the step
which they have taken to enforce Kashruth
in America. And the Rabbis and leaders
should exert every effort to enforce the
amendment with all their strength and not
to permit it, God forbid, to be voided.
And certainly, all Rabbis who wish that
Kashruth should prevail must help to en-
force this amendment.

And 1 am with you in this great amend-
ment and holy decree forbiddnig the selling
and buying of poultry which does not bear
the insignia in accordance with the regula-
tions which you have instituted.

And 1 appeal to you, dear brethren of
the United States, do not fransgress against
this amendment. You live in a free country,
there is no one to hinder you in your ob-
servance of Kashruth, on the contrary, the
government even helps you. How fortunate
you are to be permitted to observe the



23 T A noonn TR

INDNTIIIND IR TR
$26.000.00

BROTDER PYEBRD 1B DR Ova Mann WD PR
(1939 10 "panysyT PR T8N )
S=35a D'o% 574 % $10,000 2 $10 12

YanYD & WD TN UORD WIST MW

& INININE P2 TPRTIY YT DR PYERND pwrapanyn T
STTUNM P PIIATRE NAWT BITBYAN DM ¢

SO ND SR 7 2w NPT AN e 2 AMNDBRRYM

DOF AMIA SN P9NS DN 7 NDWY AR 13 BN N NS

N NIAR, YRININD SRR 7 N2WY D DPINTR

M Py DowsTt DIRBR NN AR 3PP 7 N o TD BEN
NN 9o, YNt Mntw

RS, RN QTN WY DN PP AW PONE N8R

JIPD SN 2w BDIIIpRIYR

JAIAMADIN TIT 1AM : PIND (NnOYETD

ATIBROET WY B3 I8BYMIIT AW

DR PNapT TN

LDRMT JSDAWENT T2 NIMD? PATD M3 ppnpnan

SOMBPRTT W PIY TN MW DPPINY

SPRIPD PORIYT — T2 YMEPRT WD

UMD PRI NN PRI PIPTIN NN D TN A

_,;; ' . ‘\j
e WEONTY VSR TN DIPR MY IR T neSyn
_ °

United Yeshiva Foundation, Inc.
1123 W, ‘






