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City State Zip.
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Subscription Rates (PAID IN ADVANCE)

IN US.A,
TYear. . . . . . . . . . $18
AirMail 1 Year. . . . . . . $25
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regarding the presence of various animal and grain derivatives in our
products for purposes of determining whether these conform with
Jewish Dietary Laws.
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medicinals which are critical to the health of an individual or to in-
dications which are serious in nature.
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ABBOTT PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS DIVISION
ABBOTT LABOROTORIES

-..regarding specific ingredients in specific products. I am sure
you are aware of the great amount of time required to check the
formula of all the Abbott products to see if they contain...
(prohibited substances). Not only would the final formula have ‘to
be checked, but the formula for many of the ingredients (also) to see
1f they contained these prohibited substances.

We prefer that such lists not be made due to the frequency with which
our products formulas change. At any time a product may be reformu-

lated and have the prohibited substance removed. More importantly,

a product not on the list could have the prohibited ingredient added.

General or specific statements cannot be made for so many varied products.
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PARKE, DAVIS & COMPANY : Habiuiginlh b}l

Parke-Davis has several hundred products which might be used in treat-
ment. I hope you will understand that it is impossible for us to give
you a complete breakdown of all components and also that they may be
subject to revision from time to time because of various reasons.
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SYNTEX RESEARCH
DIVISION OF SYNTEX (U.S.A.) INC.
INSTITUTE OF PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES:

Many components are used in compounding pharmaceutical formulations.
These materials might be animal, vegetable, and/or mineral in origin.
Many of these ingredients are produced by reactions of other chemical
materials, and so attempting to learn whether any animal materials were
used in the manufacture of a product becomes a complex maze. It would
require a skilled detective to unravel some of the Iintricacies of the
reactants which are utilized, and I thipk that the answer might often
depend more on zeal, orthodoxy, and Talmudic interpretation than on
mere catalogue listings.

In regard to grain products, in tableting we also employ such materials
as wheat starch and corn starch. I question whether you could obtain
more than a few tablets on the market which did not contain some corn
Starch. Wheat starch is much less commonly used. Furthermore, any
products which contain alcohol such as elixirs and some cough syrups
would contain grain alcohol.




TN PYOAN-MAVIY TP n

TN NIRRT WP ()

RY™R KA A9IN ArK 5w anmws nanan Yweop Nt Sy
CIBA-GREIGG CORPORATION 7300 LHA9900 N
PHARMACEUTICALS DIVISION

aAn effort to determine which of our products are kosher and which are
not would be a monumental task. In addition, I doubt whether any company
lhas products which would be considered_ as_kosher unless it had made a
concerted effort to manufacture them.
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SYNTEX RESEARCH 0N
DIVISION OF SYNTEX (U.S.A.) INC.

I consider the impossibility of tracing the origin and geneology of
|materials such as surface active agents, fats and alcohols. To further
compound the problem, the same chemicals purchased from different manu-
facturers can be made by many different processes and may have utilized
many different intermediates. You have a scientif#c recognition of the
enormity of the problem of ever being able to say that a particular
chemical of commerce did or did not comply with the standards of kashruth...

...there is no way in which we can determine the sources of origin of
these materials or how they were prepared. Neither could we guarantee
that the materials will be purchased each time from the same manufacturer.
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They all have to meet the highest compendial standards of purity.
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"ynited States Pharmacopoeia or National Formulary".
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CIBA-GREIGY CORPORATION 23N
PHARMACEUTICALS DIVISION

I can tell you that as a general rule the majority of tablets and capsules
contain either magnesium or calcium stearate. The source of this stearate
can be either animal or vegetable fat, but no major pharmaceutical company,
' to the best of my knowledge, makes a conscious attempt to control the
material which they receive to one type or the other. The criteria for
acceptance or rejection is based on the stearates meeting company specifi-
cations usually related to the United States Pharmacopoeia or National
Formulary.‘
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CHESEBROUGH-POND'S INC.: {BWRNYR 13 Smna Su

All ingredients used in our broducts meet fully the standards and
specifications that have been established in the official compendia
or that are recognized as assuring their quality, strength and purity.
I am sure that you understand that these standards are not specific
in regard to the sources of certain ingredients. For example, ethyl
alcohol can be derived from starches (wheat, corn or potato), sugars
(cane or beet) or prepared synthetically. Similarly, glycerin can be
derived from vegetable oils, animal fats or brepared synthetically.
Furthermore, certain processes used to prepare ingredients from their
source materials are essentially chemical syntheses that result in a
new chemical entity. Our purchasing specifications do not generally
require that such ingredients be from a_particular source or derived by
a particular process.pmpy nwinm wnam DKW X DWAT UK PR OwBA DRANa
R WX omann Sw QvIMM DPaYMKn Y DPInT Dp UK
AT¥) 19K
12 PR DM a9nw DIkMn My DM naw anx nx1
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STUART PHARMACE‘UTICALS, DIVISION OF ICI AMERICA + INC.
We assume that your main interest in our products is to determine
which of these can be considered as kosher for daily use, and which
might also be suitable for Passover purposes.

noou Abxw uY naynn onayraw anawhn oS X
DTNMOdNA onn Sw "X nwyn, an nmxn
"Acceptability" from a Kosher standpoint is based on thé nature of the
ingredients. It must be recognized that the equipment used by the
manufacturer of the raw materials employed in these products or by
Stuart Pharmaceuticals in manufacturing these pbroducts, even though
thoroughly cleaned, may not qualify as Kosher because of previous con-
tact with non-Kosher products.

"Acceptability” for Passover is based on the nature of the ingredients.
The possibilities exist that the equipment used by the manufacturer of
the raw materials or by Stuart Pharmaceuticals in manufacturing these
broducts, even though thoroughly cleaned, may have been in previous
contact with other products containing grain-derived materials.
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ABBOTT PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS DIVISION: onwn omminn 93
}..concerning ingredients used in various medicinal products. We have
everal hundred formulas and we are not in a position to go through
them in detail to determine all of the ingredients used in them.

It is true that we use animal products such as gelatin in many of our
products. In addition, stearates, which are usually derived from the
animal fat, are frequently used. Lactose from milk, corn starch and
alcohol from grain and many other agents are used. Frequently we are
burchasing these items from outside vendors and do not know the origi=-
nating source of many of these items. Sometimes the product can be
Hderived from natural sources or synthesized. We make no distinction in
urchasing between these two sources and do not have available to us the
information you request.
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CHESEBROUGH~POND's

CHESEBROUGH-POND's INC.

In regard to manufacturing and processing equipment, we use separate
equipment for each product, except in a few cases where products are
essentially similar in basic composition. All equipment is routinely
cleaned and sanitized in accordance with currently accepted good manu-
facturing practices for drug products.
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|STUART PHARMACEUTICALS
DIVISION OF ICI AMERICA INC.

..regarding a "capsule"” and the possible freedom of our capsulated
iproducts from any animal derivatives. Since almost all of the capsulated
‘products manufactured in this country contain gelatin as the capsulating
material, it is apparent that none of these products (either ours or
those of other manufacturers) are free of animal (mammalian) derivatives.
Indeed, we are not aware of a source of capsules where the gelatin is
‘derived from kosher sources, e.g., kosher-killed animals or fish.
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Small amounts of stearic acid or magnesium stearate are used in
most capsule and tablet formulations. In nearly all cases, it would
be derived from animal sources.

m%axnn "Ly o orran, Wyl DMpn 2113 wbn ounnna
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MILES LABORATORIES, INC. |amnK n;1:n:,xnn15,p1

Small amounts of animal-derived substances (magnesium stearate and
gelatin) are employed in many tableted products as lubricants and binders.

A.H. ROBINS COMPANY MM
...alcohol could either be synthetic or might be derived from grain.
...glucose is derived from stach which might be corn.

«..glycerin could at any one time be from animal, vegatable or
synthetic sources and it would be impossible to state that the animal
source was not porcine.
IR W 7370 YA ny 533 nea® abie cpayebs, owen onnna
--Lactose is milk sugar. 7970 SR DK DI DA nyD WDKK MDaLn

...magnesium stearate is synthesized from stearic acid which is derived
from animal fats.

BOEHAINGER INGELHEIM MmN

animals.

Stearic Acid - derived from the fat of cattle and sheep.

STUART PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS AT
magnesium stearate (source of stearic acid while known to be of vegetable

origin is unknown as regards grain or acceptable seeds, (e.g. cottonseed
or peanuts).

psyllium is derivea from psyllium seed which is not considered to be a
grain.

flavors dissolved in ethyl alcohol; source unknown.

vegetable-oil derived stearates of unknown origin.
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STUART PHARMACEUTICALS
DIVISION IF ICI AMERICA INC.

The question as to whether the percentage of gelatin is less than
1.5% of the gross weight of the tablet or of the volume of the tab-
let appears to be moot, since it has been my assumption that it is
not the concentration of gelatin which is important, but rather the
source. The gelatin in our products is from animal (mammalian)
sources and is non-Kosher.
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SANDOZ PHARMACEUTICALS

..we are returning the completed schedule for "Ingredient Identifi-
cation”

...dilutant: lactose
..lubricant: stearic acid, calcium stearate
Notes:

a) lactose is a sugar derived from milk; it is questionable as to
whether it is actually a milk by-product.

b) stearic acid and calcium stearate are tallow derivatives, usually
obtained from cattle and sheep. They are refined to the extent
that "meat" is not present.
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CIBA~-GREIGY CORPORATION
PHARMACEUTICALS DIVISION

My rabbi has informed me that today the majority of animals are
slaughtered under kosher conditions. However, we cannot be a
hundred percent certain about our material. In addition, most
tablets and capsules also contain lactose as an excipient. Lac-
tose, being milk sugar, would represent a dairy item and if com-
bined with magnesium or calcium stearate from animal source would
be comparable to mixing dairy and meat products together.

MK5NS Awp M onaTw poNn

Thus the only way you could be certain of obtaining tablets and
capsules which would meet with the laws of "Kashrus" would be for a
company to make a concerted effort to use only stearates manufactured
from vegetable source, or to use only stearates obtained from animals
which have been killed under kosher conditions, and at the same time
exclude the use of milk sugar as one of the dosage form excipients,

or as a special research project, to develop a series of new (possibly
inorganic) excipients which would fall into a neutral area and be ex-
cluded from the laws of "Kashrus."

23N ,YRAWT Man nayan M¥w DEMEnm N

We obtain our stearates from a number of suppliers, some of whom tell
us they are supplying material from animal fat, others from vegetable
oils. Therefore some lots of our products may be made with purely vege-
table material, other lots with animal fats. Furthermore, even if we
controlled certain products putting into them only the vegetable fat,
they would be manufactured on the same equipment which is used to manu-~
facture that containing animal fats. In my opinion this would be com-
parable to someone who keeps a kosher home and then intermixes the dairy
and meat cooking utensils...
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"Although I am presently a member of a reform congregation, I came from
an orthodox family who attended an orthodox synagogue. It was always my
understanding that the laws of the "Kashrus" were waved in cases which
involved the health of the individual. I have recently discussed this
matter with my, as well as other rabbis and have been informed that the
Torah does state this in regard to the health of the individual. I was
wondering if there is a newer interpretation and therefore the concept of
health coming before "Kashrus" is no longer considered to be valid."

DXAMIT 0M2Ta RKynY o manann 5% oo man
Twym ond Ik a5 0% ,monb nwn na Yaw omaonw
A T NIMY BYKT DN iy abinb nnx




NN PIVAN“MAIVIY P91 LK

BRISTOL LABORATORIES
BRISTOL~MYERS COMPANY

...Information on the source of materials used in various types of

. medications:

In general, I think you will find that most pharmaceutical manufac-
turers tend to use the same general types of ingredients in similar

! product groupings.

One notable exception is the fact that sucrose, which is used in re-
latively high concentrations in syrups and powders for reconstitution
with water, is primarily derived from sugar cane if the material is
used in the East and South, and from beets if the sucrose is used in the
Midwest or West. In our case, all of our sucrose is obtained from cane.

: In general, the flavors and colors used in syrups and tablets are of
- artificial origin.

Lactose is commonly used in tablets and capsules as a filler. This
material, of course, is derived from milk. Most tablets also contain
corn starch. Capsules, of course, are made of geletin, which is of
animal origin. ’

The other materials you mentioned in your letter, such as buffers and
preservatives, are generally produced by chemical synthesis.

I hope that the above information, although necessarily general in
nature, will be of some help to you.
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() Cosmetics....Only () Wash “broom”
KOSHER L'PESACH () Infant seat
should be wused; *() Cook books
(Cosmetics are forbidden () Sink trays
on Shabbos and Yom () Garbage pails
Tov) () Garbage cans

() Bar (whiskey is () Behind radiator
CHOMETZ) () Telephone (remove

() Talis bag speaker cover)

() Suitcase, valise, travel *( ) Shabbos ‘Zimiros’
bags books

*() Tooth brush (A new () Storage bins
tooth brush is required *( ) Chalah utensils, vases,

for Chol Ha’'moed; it decanters used for
() Discard vacuum cleaner chometz (e.g. whiskey)
bag () Country cottages
() Vacuum floors ( ) Backs of chairs, seats
() Thoroughly wash, clean () Cover sink spout, han-

and vacuum shag rugs dles
and carpets Clean oven, range, grates
Clean sink, refrigerator

— —
— N

*

These items should be thoroughly cleaned and then
“stored’”’ away for the duration of Pesach.
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BEDIKAS CHOMETZ CHECKLIST

The following is a convenient checklist which itemizes many
places and objects which require BEDIKA but are, at times, not
so obvious and thus possibly overlooked.

Under beds

Clothes closets, chests
Linen closets

Desks

Cabinets

Drawers

Medicine chest

Clothes (pockets, cuffs)
Purses, pocketbooks,
handbags

() Shopping cart

*( ) Picnic basket

*( ) Cookie jar, bread box,
toaster, candy dish

N N Nt N Nt N

o~ X o~~~
—
~—

— -

() Crib

() High chair

() Playpen

() Carriage

() All toys

() Toy chest

() Childrens toy carriages

and wagons
Toy houses and their
furniture
Storage room
Safe

Laundry room
Freezer
Basement
Hallways
Attic

Yard

Garden
Garage

—
—
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()
()

O)
)
*()
*()
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()
*()
()
()

Workshop
Den
Office: Desk, drawers,
lockers, closets etc.
Factory: Store
Automobile, Truck
Beneath car seats:
Remove car seats
Auto glove compart-
ment, under mats, trunk
Pet house, bird cage
(Animal food is probably
CHOMETZ)
Behind refigerator, sink,
oven, kitchen cabinets
Perfumes, hairsprays,
deodorants
Briefcase, school bags,
attache case
Lunch box
School locker
Kitchen utensils: Broiler,
blender, mixer, can
opener
Shul locker or cubby
Shelves
Bookcases
Breakfront
Seforim closet and
seforim
Book closet and books
‘Bensherlach’
Jewelery
Jewelery box
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Concerning these measurements, let me call your attention to
the following important point, viz, that it was not meant that for
all kinds of foods and beverages; we follow these weights. These
weights are the weight of the _watér that is displaced from a vessel
full of water, when an object the size of an egg or an olive is
placed in it.

Accordingly, everything we wish to compute with this weight,
we must compare with the weight of water, how much heavier or
lighter it is than water. Then you will find what you are looking
for.

Obviously some things are heavier than others, and will weigh
as much as the water displaced by an olive although smaller than
an olive.

This rule applies to all three measurements shown on the
table, to the zayis, the beitzah, and even to the reviis, since wine
does not weigh the same as water. Therefore, we cannot judge
the weight of wine from this table, to use the amount of wine that
is prescribed on the table (See Kaf Hachaim 168-46).

This system is, however, difficult to implement, since Darchei
Teshuvah 211:9, writes that water, too, can have different
weights; viz. water containing iron is heavy. Water containing
less iron is lighter. Consequently, we have no foundation upon
which to build our computations, because even if we compare
the weight of matzah or wine to the weight of water, we de not
know what water to use.

Laws of Passover by Rabbi Moshe Stern, Chief Rabbi of
Debrecen:

The size of the smallest cup is 3 1/3 oz. The largest measureis
6 2/3 oz., a great stringency.

There are two more measures, viz. 4% oz. and 5 5/6 oz.
The amount of matzos: According to our matzos, the average
shemurah matzah contains 3 small zaysim, or 2 large zaysim,

but no more. The measure is based on the premise that one
kilogram contains 33 zaysim, and one pound contains
approximately 16 large zaysim,
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According to Chazon Ish
(The larger measurement - of Noda Bihudah)
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TABLE OF MEASUREMENTS
Kezayis - Keveitzah - Reuviis

According to weight

According to the size of eggs

Zayis

Metric - 45 - 50 grams
US.-16-180z.

% medium egg
(1 present day egg)

Zayis according to the ruling of less than 1/3 of an egg; i.e., .3 of an
eqg. (According to the Graon Proverbs 22:9, in the name of the holy

Zohar.)
. Metric - 30 grams
Zayis US. - 11 oz.
Beitzah ﬁesmf ;51 (z)ozgrams (12232.:; ilii eggs)
Reviis Metric - 150 grams 1% eggs

U.S. - 5.3 grams

(3 present day eggs)

ambmnmmEGnRinEG s G @Easials S ool s s s

2
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According to R’ Auraham Chaim Noeh

(The smaller measurement - of Daas Torah)

According to weight

According to the size of eggs

Zayis

Metric - 25.6 grams
U.S. -09oz.

1% present day egg

Zayis according to the ruling of 1/3 of an egg, i.e. .3 of an egg

Metric - 17.3 grams

Zayis U.S.- 0.61 oz. As above according to the
Chazon Ish 5]
o Metric - 57.6 grams
Beitzah US. - 2.1 oz. 1 present day egg
. Metric - 86 grams
ReVlls‘ 1% present day eggs 5]

US. -3.002.
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[5]
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The Amount according to Grams and Ounces

I will list here the two main measurements:

1) The measure of Tzelach,, Gra, Chasam Sofer, Beis
Ephraim, R°’Akiva Eiger, and Mishnan Berurah. In Eretz Yisrael,
this is called “The measure of Chazon Ish” and in other
countries, “The measure of Noda Bihudah.”

2) The smaller measure, called “the measure of Daas Torah”
and in Eretz Yisrael, “the measure of R’ Avraham Chaim Noeh.” 1
have placed in each table the measure of kezayis both as 1 egg
and as slightly less than 1/3 egg, which is the minimum required
according to Rambam, hil. Eruvin 1:9, quoted by Magen
Avraham 486, Shulchan Aruch HaRav, Mishnah Berurah, and
Aruch Hashulchan ibid. See above 3:1.
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CABBAGE (white or red) KOHL

(Note: NOT for Passover Seder)

CABBAGE (weis, rot) KOHL .RVWDIDRP ,UM7P 210

In some places, many acts are found in cabbages. Its
examination is not as difficult as that of lettuce, however
Neverthless, it requires close scrutiny, and it is advisable to
examine it opposite the light, as described above for the
examination of lettuce. When I was in Marmorish (previously
Hungary, now in Carpathian Russia) where the villagers are
accustomed to pickle considerable amounts of cabbage in
barrels for the whole winter, and the women gather to help each
other, | saw that when they assembled to examine the cabbages
it was announced that for each insect found, a sum of money
would be given to charity in the name of the finder. This
encouraged them to examine thoroughly. This practice pleased
me.
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in every leaf, for you will often find small insects that do not fall off
by rinsing unless the wrinkles are spread out under a strong
stream of water. That is the correct method of examining
lettuce.

MORROR

1. The best morror to use is Romaine lettuce. It should
be inspected at least 2 or 3 times for worms. If possible, it is best
to eat only the white stalks in the middle, rather than the leaves.

2. People who are inexperienced in the inspection of let-
tuce should use horseradishes to fulfill their requirements. En-
dives may also be used. :
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The Correct Method of Examining

First, separate the leaves and pull them off the stem. Put them
into a bowl of water and wash off the dirt. Change the water and
rinse them until you find no insects floating on the water. Then
take each leaf and hold it up to the sunlight by the window, as in
the illustration, or hold it up to candlelight; i.e., hold the leaf
between yourself and the light, so that the light will penetrate the
leaf, and your eyes will see the light shining through the leaf. If
you see a dull spot even as small as the point of a needle, you may
be sure that it is an insect or a worm, and since it is usually the
same color as the leaf, it is virtually impossible to discover it
except opposite a shining light. Then, hold the leaf on a slant
under a stream of water from the faucet, and the stream of water
will wash it off. Then do it on the other side. Then, examine it
again in the light, to see whether the dull appearance has gone
away, and when you examine, you must flatten out the wrinkles
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Darchei Teshuvah (84:94) quotes Knesses Hagedolah, who
writes that in his area insects are prevalent in the lettuce, and it,
therefore, requires a thorough examination, because the insects
are tiny, and they are the same color as the lettuce itself. At first,
he used to eat it after examination. Afterwards, he abstained
from eating it even with examination. Kereisi Ufleisi (Yoreh
Deah 84:19) writes that from the time he had understanding, he
did not rely on women’s examination of lettuce. This is proper for
every learned Jew, for the pitfalls are many. Aruch Hashulchan
(ibid. 82), however, writes: We never heard of even the greatest
geonim and tzaddikim not relying on their pious wives to
examine vegetables for insects, or even on Jewish maids; if the
householder knows them to be G-d fearing and scrupulously
observant, he may rely on them.

According to my knowledge, however, this does not depend
solely on trustworthiness, but also on erudition and skill, for if
one does not know how to examine, of what avail is his
trustworthiness? I personally saw men and women who were
trustworthy for examining vegetables and knew the gravity of
this prohibition. I nevertheless, found some tiny insects after
their examination, because they did not know the correct
method of examining until I taught them.

There is another species of lettuce called cabbage lettuce. I did
not picture it here, since it resembles the cabbage pictured
below. All these three species pictured here, are commonly
infested with insects, the worst beingthe French lettuce, and the
best being the last, the cabbage lettuce, which is not infested as
often as the others. Moreover the aphids are more easily
discernible because the leaves are not as green as, and are
shinier than, the insects.
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ENGLISH LETTUCE nam

It is meritorious to use this for maror on Passover, as in
Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 473:5, and in Responsa
Chacham Tzvi 119. Chasham Sofer (Orach Chaim 132), states
as follows: Indeed, lettuce is the choice species to use for maror,
and my mentors 0.b.m. used it. We, likewise, follow in their path.
But | am accustomed to preach on Shabbos Hagadol that one
who has no reliable, G-d-fearing people to examine it and
cleanse it of the small insects that are prevalent during the
Pesach season and are not visible to people with weak eyesight,
should not take lettuce, even though it is the first choice, lest he
stumble upon a negative commandment or many such
commandments. Even when there is just a possibility of
transgressing these commandments, one may not take this risk
in order to fulfill a Rabbinic enactment, for such is the nature of
the mitzvah of eating maror after the destruction of the Temple.
Let him, instead, use horseradish.
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close scrutiny and deliberation. For that reason, I reproducedit.

Now, let us protest the practice of many healthy people, who
go to the seashore or to other resorts, not for cures but to enjoy
themselves. They stay in unreliable Jewish hotels or even in non-
Jewish hotels, and they eat indiscriminately from anything that
comes into their hands. They think that in vegetarian hotels,
where only fruits and vegetables, raw or cooked, are served,
there is no fear of non-kosher foods. In fact, it is much more
serious than eating pork, since for the latter there is but one
negative commandment, while for the former there are six. May
the Lord forgive them!

We will proceed to the matter of examining lettuce. In the
mishnah (Pesachim 39a) are enumerated the various species of
herbs that may be used for maror. The first of these is chazeres.
The Gemara defines this as chassa. Lettuce is called chassauntil
this day in Eretz Israel. In Arabic too, lettuce is known as
chassah.

FRENCH LETTUCE nomn
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BEFORE PREPARING VEGETABLES,
EXAMINE FOR PLANT LICE.

KEEP THIS PICTURE IN FRONT OF YOU,
THIS IS MY SOUND ADVICE.

THEN I AM SURE, WITHOUT A DOUBT,
THAT NO MISHAP WILL COME ABOUT.
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Look closely at this aphid, or plant louse, one of the Almighty’s
creatures.

The black speck at the right of the illustration, is the true size
and shape, and the limbs are not recognizable. After | took this
tiny creature, that appeared like a green speck, and placed it
under a microscope that magnified it to fifty times its size, all its
limbs are visible, even the hairs on its legs, and its nails. How
great are Your works, O Lord! This creature is found on all
species of vegetables. It is very small, and its color is like that of
the vegetable. It is, therefore, difficult to recognize except with
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“LISTEN MY SON"

Romaine Léttuce as Maror: Necessity of Careful
Inspection for Insects

Vegetarian Hotels

One must be careful even in the most kosher hotels, surely in
those not so strict in all kashruth matters, or in so-called
“vegetarian hotels”, which, in addition to all this, must be
investigated to ascertain whether they use non-kosher
margarine. Even though they would not want to jeopardize their
reputation, since no one inspects the premises for animal matter,
they have no fear of being discovered. Especially if they run out
of kosher margarine, they will not skip a meal because of this
shortage. Although they are are very strict not to bring in any
animal fat for cooking or baking, they are not strict concerning
baked goods brought in from outside, and they serve such
pastries as entrees or with tea. Surely, in case of emergency,
they will permit themselves to use non-kosher fat, which is not
regarded as poison to them as non-kosher food is to to an
observant Jew.

We may certainly not rely on them for examining vegetables,
even though they are meticulous about cleanliness, they are not
particular about an insect here and there. I know of an incident
that took place in a well-known hospital, where people go for
natural cures. In this hospital, only fruit and vegetables,
either raw or cooked, are served. The staff is very meticulous
about cleanliness. Once they served a patient a plate of lettuce
after it had been washed and cleaned thoroughly. The patient,
who was accustomed to examine every leaf before eating it, did
so in the hospital as well. Upon finding green insects the color of
the lettuce, he called the waiter, showed him the insects, and
asked him, “What’s this? Why didn’t you examine it better? The
waiter replied, “That’s only a little green bug. So what?”
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V. POLICY

Preferably, it should be the policy of food processors to identify
their food products as kosher whenever appropriate and
possible, and to have these products and the plants in which they
are produced certified as kosher by a qualified orthodox rabbi or
rabbinical organization.

VI. CERTIFICATION OF NEW PRODUCTS

1. When a new product is still in the concept stage, a marketing
decision should be made by the manufacturer as to whether it
should be a kosher product.

2. If yes, the product development personnel should prepare
ingredient specifications calling for kosher ingredients and a
process should be developed which is also kosher.

3. Before labels for the product are approved, (in which the
kashrus symbol should be incorporated), the orthodox rabbi
should be contacted andgiven full particulars as to the formula,
the source and the nature of the ingredients, and the location
and nature of the processing equipment. If these meet with his
approval, permission is granted to use the kashrus symbol on
the label of the packages.

4. The orthodox rabbi will usually want to be present at the
first production run to personally verify that the ingredients and
equipment are kosher.
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(vii) legumes (e.g. soybean oil, cake and meal, lec ithin, peas,
beans, corn syrup (e.g. glucose) etc.)
(viii) rice

IV KOSHER EQUIPMENT

1. Equipment which has not been used to process meat, meat
fat or meat by-products (see 1-i above) is acceptable for
processing kosher products. Hence, a cannery or vegetable oil
refinery which never handles any meat by-products will
normally produce kosher products.

2.Care must be taken, however, to maintain the kosher status
of a plant by studiously avoiding the introduction of any animal
derivative or secondary product containing animal derivative
(See 11 3 above) (e.g. emulsifiers) into the system. Once such
contamination has taken place, the affected equipment must be
kosherized, which can be an expensive, laborious process,
involving washing, steaming, a 24 hour wait, and supervision of
the process by an orthodox rabbi.

(@) In some simple processes, the kosherizing of the
equipment to permit production of other products is easily done
over a weekend.

(b) In more complex ones, such as a refinery deodorizer,
where visual inspection of the kosherized equipment is almost
physically impossible, and the time delays unacceptable,
separate kosher and non-kosher equipment is absolutely

necessary if both types of products are to be produced at the
same location.

3. The above precautions with processing equipment must
also be taken with tanks, tankcars, and tankwagons. Hence, any
such vessels must be kosherized after they have contained

‘animal fat, and before they can be used for kosher vegetable oil.




hie) NN PIVADI“MIVIY 7o)

4. During the canning season or production schedule the rabbi
normally visits every cannery and every refinery several times. In
these inspections he may review or ask questions about the
processes, ingredients, and labels involved in any or all of the
products produced at that location.

5. He also visits “corporate headquarters” where he consults
with the “corporate staff” on any new products, formulas or
kosher or kashrus problems which may arise.

6. A refinery or Food Production Facility which processes
kosher and non-kosher products in equipment. immediately
adjacent to each other, is a special situation and requires daily
supervision by an orthodox rabbi to assure that the “kosher
item” produced there, and that all ingredients shipped from
there to other refineries, are indeed kosher.

1. PASSOVER SUPERVISION

(a) The Passover season brings with it all the above Dietary
laws, plus additional Passover rules in connection with the
proscription of Chometz and Chometz products (described in
(b) below). '

(b) Each spring there is a special demand for kosher products
which are Kosher for Passover. To qualify, an otherwise kosher
product must, in addition, be free of the following grain products,
by-products or derivatives and be packaged under the direct
supervision of an orthodox rabbi:

(i} wheat (all classes) (triticum aestivum L) (T. compactum
host) (T. durum desf)

(ii) Barley (hordeum vulgare)

(iii) Spelt (Tricticum (emmer) diccocum)

(iv) rye (secale cereale)

(v) oat (avena sativa)

(an example would be starch, ethyl alcohol, whiskey, all wheat
flours, bulgar, semoline, farina, grain sorghums)

(vi) Dockage of items (i) through (v)
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6. All unadulterated and unprocessed produce, such as fruits,
vegetables, cereals, minerals—all things that grow from the soil,
vines or trees—are inherently Kosher.

7. All manufactured products which may contain any
ingredients derived from doubtful origins must be checked by a
rabbinical authority as to whether the Dietary Laws were not
violated during their preparation.

8. A neutral group of foods, which are neither of milk or meat
derivation, like eggs, fruits, vegetables, cereals and fish are
known as pareve. All of the above mentioned, except for fish,
may be prepared with milchig (milk) or fleishig (meat) after which
these cease to remain pareve. Parevethings also become either
milchig or fleishig, according to the utensils used for their
preparation.

9. Kosher fish is pareve and can be prepared for both milchig
or fleishig use. While we are allowed to eat fish during a meat
meal, it is forbidden to cook or serve both together. Fish must be
served on separate dishes.

II. KOSHER SUPERVISION—NORMAL

1. In order to claim that a product is kosher (by appropriate
designation on the package label, or otherwise), there must be
certificaiton, by an orthodox rabbi, that the kosher requirements
have been met.

2. This is usually accomplished through a contract with a rabbi
or kashrus certification organization who, through their regular
inspection of the plant and food facilities and detailed knowledge
of the formulas, various ingredients and their originating source,
certify the products as kosher.

3. Inert as well as active ingredients must be of kosher origin.
Inert ingredients are defined as emulsifying agents, binders,
flavorings, dispersing agents, buffer substances, preservatives,
colorings, dilutants, coatings, lubricants, fillers, disintegrators,
etc.
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Examples of non-kosher foods are: ova eggs, gelatin, shel]ﬁsﬁ,
cognac, brandy, bread baked in pans greased in fat.

2. Meat or meat by-products, as well as milk and milk
by-products are kosher when prepared in a rigorously
supervised manner, as attested to by an orthodox Rabbi.

(a) The Torah designates as Kosher only those animals that
have cloven hoofs and chew their cud, and certain fowl.
However, in order for this meat to be Kosher for consumption,
they must be slaughtered in accordance with Jewish ritual, by an
ordained Shochet (Ritual Slaughterer). Meat must be purchased
only from a kosher butcher who is under supervision of
rabbinical authority. The butcher must know and practice the
art and laws of treiberin, which means the removal of all fat
deposits and the fat and blood veins before selling the meat to
any customer.

(b) Poultry is first eviscerated. The claws and tips of the wings
cut off and the jugular veins severed or removed.

(c) The heart of both poultry and meat is cut open and the tips
of the extremities clipped off, before soaking and salting (in a
prescribed method specified by Jewish Law).

3. Only those fish that have both fins and scales are kosher.

4. The eating or cooking (in any form or manner) of milk and
meat together is prohibited. All meat products and milk products
are considered the same as their milk and meat origin. A Jewish
home, as well as food manufacturers and processors must have
two sets of dishes and utensils of different design and which are
separately stored for dairy and meat diets. Meat and dairy dishes
or utensils must not be washed together, nor even separately in
the same basin.

5. Equipment used to produce non-kosher products cannot
be used to process kosher products unless it is subjected to a
kosherizing operation under the supervision of a qualified
orthodox rabbi.
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ingredients until the packing for sale, thus including the entire
manufacture (even though it is very detailed), and every
ingredient that has a particular purpose, e.g.

Disintegrator, emulsifier, binder, flavoring,

dispersing agent, buffer substance,

preservative, coloring dilutant, coating,

filler, lubricant.... and many more, too numerous to list.

BASIC LAWS OF KASHRUS

KOSHER denotes that which is usable, suited for use or
permitted as food pursuant to the Jewish Dietary laws. The
antonym is treife. Food, as well as medicinal products require
kashrus supervision.

Briefly stated the policy and obligations of food processors
vis-a-vis kosher production, are as follows:

1. DEFINITION AND PROCEDURE
In general, products are eligible for Kosher certification if they
meet the following criteria:

1. Active and inert ingredients are:

(a) free of:

(i) meat, meat fat or meat by products of animal, fowl,
mammal, reptile, amphibians, insects or worms, and fish not
bearing scales, or their derivatives.

(i) milk, milk by-products or derivatives

(iii) wine, wine by-products or derivatives

(b) processed in equipment which has not processed the
above enumerated meat, meat fat, meat by-products or
derivatives, milk, milk by-products or derivatives, fish not
bearing scales, or wine, wine by-products or derivatives.

(c) free of any ingredient which fails to comply with (a) or (b}
above.
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in view of the claims of the litigants and according to the
conclusion of the halachah, but the judge must be certain that
the practice that he is following is proper!

The Rabbis, therefore, state often: “This is the halachah, but
we should not instruct the public that way.” i.e. there are some
permissible things that a talmid chochom who knows of their
permissibility, may practice. The permissibility may not be
publicized, however, since it may cause pitfalls for the public.

[ pray to the Lord, Who heals all flesh, to send a speedy and
complete recovery to all our sick brethren, and may His promise
of “Any malady with which | afflicted the Egyptians, [ will not visit
upon you, for [ am the Lord your healer” come to fruition in our
days.”

May all harsh decrees decreed upon us, be repealed, and may
we be blessed with joy and happiness, salvation and consolation,
sustenance and nourishment, for good life and peace, and for a
quick redemption.

Amen.
With blessings for a kosher and joyous Passover,
—Rabbi SholomYehudah Gross

Below is a copy of a portion of the questionnaire fused in the
clarification of the manufacture of pharmaceuticals. The reader
will see that we have worked in a remarkable way and have
confined the main laws related to kashrus in the following pages.
When this questionnaire passed under the scrutiny of numerous
halachah authorities, they all agreed that the Almighty had
prospered our undertaking. The questionaire itself is.rather
extensive and long. It was compiled by one of our colleagues, an
accomplished halachah authority, a G-d-fearing man, with a
knowledge of science. He compiled it in such a way that the
respondent would find no misleading questions and would be
able to answer correctly concerning every detail of the
production of pharmaceuticals, from the formation of the
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methods of production change periodically as well as the
ingredients. Moreover, it is difficult to formulate a special list for
Passover since it must be written several months before the
festival, and in the interim, changes may be made in any
pharmaceutical. Furthermore, many pharmaceuticals lie in the
drug store a long time and it is impossible to determine from
which “kettle” the ingredients of any given medicine were made.

We can only rely on the rabbi who decides the halachah to
answer the one who asks the question; the rabbi will weigh the
question in his mind according to the seriousness of the patient’s
condition, without. relying at all on the knowledge of the
production of the medicine, for that is impossible to determine,
as_delineated above. Each individual’s case is different. [t is,
therefore, understood that it is impossible to make a public
announcement or to print any list, either general or special, to
allow the general populace to take pharmaceuticals for cures or
preservation of health.

The companies are unaware of the change of the source of the
ingredients they use in the production of medicines. It is
impossible to say that we will be concerned with change only
when we discover the change, since it is possible that the change
took place some time ago, or recently, or evenimmediately after
the last correspondence, in which they testified that their
product is kosher, since changes take place every day. It is
halachically unsound to argue that the change took place during
the last twenty-four hour period preceding the writing of the last
letter, which stated that the product is non-kosher, and if there
was an earlier letter within that period, to judge that it was kosher
until then, since the industry_itself testifies that it cannot
ascertain whence the ingredients emanate, and into which
machine they go.

Our Rabbis stated (Shabbos 10) that every judge who renders
a‘true judgment, is considered as though he were a partner with
the Holy One, Blessed be He, in the Creation. Nesivos Olam
explains: The emphasis is that not only must the verdict be true
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1. BRISTOL LABORATORIES
BRISTOL—MYERS COMPANY

...Information on the source of materials used in various types of
medications:

In general, | think you will find that most pharmaceutical
manufacturers tend to use the same general types of ingredients
in similar product groupings.

One notable exception is the fact that sucrose, which is used in
relatively high concentrations in syrups and powders for
reconstitution with water, is primarily derived from sugar cane if
the material is used in the East and South, and from beets if the
sucrose is used in the Midwest or West. In our case, all of our
sucrose is obtained from cane. In general, the flavors and colors
used in syrups and tablets are of artificial origin.

Lactose is commonly used in tablets and capsules as a filler. This
material, of course, is derived from milk. Most tablets also
contain corn starch. Capsules, or course, are made of gelatin,
which is of animal origin.

The other materials you mentioned in your letter, such as buffers
and preservatives, are generally produced by chemical
synthesis.

I hope that the above information, although necessarily general
in nature, will be of some help to you.

[The word, “general” means that the product is made in a
certain manner as a rule, but there is no assurance by the
manufacturer that it is always produced in this manner. How,
then, can we rely on such a thing?]

IX
PRACTICAL APPLICATION OFF OUR FINDINGS

It is a great responsibility to make a list of kosher
pharmaceuticals for the entire year and for Passover, since the
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We obtain our stearates from a number of suppliers, some of
whom tell us they are supplying material from animal fat, others
from vegetable oils. Therefore lots of our products may be made
with purely vegetable material, other lots with animal fats.
Furthermore, even if we controlled certain products putting into
them only the vegetable fat, they would be manufacturedon the
same equipment which is used to manufacture that containing
animal fats. In my opinion this would be comparable to someone
who keeps a kosher home and then intermixes the dairy and
meat cooking utensils...
4

He concludes:

Although [ am presently a member of a reform congregation, |
came from an orthodox family who attended an orthodox
synagogue. It was always my understanding that the laws of the
“Kashrus” were waved in cases which involved the health of the
individual. I have recently discussed this matter with my, as well
as other, rabbis and have been informed that the Torah does
state this in regard to the health of the individual. I was
wondering if there is a newer interpretation and therefore the
concept of health coming before “Kashrus” is no longer
considered to be valid.

VIl
SUMMARY

To sum up our observations we can state definitely that it is
impossible for the company that manufactures a
pharmaceutical, to know the content and the nature of all its

various ingredients.

A summary of all the letters can be found in the letter below,
which explains that all pharmaceutical companies state
unanimously that they all follow the same practices, and their
statements coincide with one another.
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VII
MEAT AND MILK

A question came up regarding the mixture of milk and
meat... in addition to the prohibition of cholov akkum,
which most poskim prohibit (See Nefesh Yeshayah and
Minchas Yehuda). Even according to some rabbis who permit
unsupervised milk, our original question is whether this medicine
derived from milk may be eaten with food containing meat or
after food containing meat. It is interesting that one company
understood this question by themselves and wrote to us as
follows: ‘

1. CIBA — GEIGY CORPORATION
PHARMACEUTICALS DIVISION

My rabbi has informed me that today the majority of animals are
slaughtered under kosher conditions. However, we cannot be a
hundred percent certain about our material. In addition, most
tablets and capsules also contain lactose as an excipient.
Lactose, being milk sugar, would represent a dairy item and if
combined with magnesium or calcium stearate from animal
sources would be comparable to mixing dairy and meat products
together. [They add that the order for Kosher tablets and
capsules is hard to fill].

Thus the only way you could be certain of obtaining tablets and
capsules which would meet with the laws of “kashrus” would be
for a company to make a concerted effort te use only stearates
manufactured from vegetable sources, or to use only stearates
obtained from animals which have been killed under kosher
conditions, and at the same time exclude the use of milk sugar as
one of the dosage from excipients, or as a special research
project, to develop a series of new (possibly inorganic) excipients
which would fall into a neutral area and be excluded from the
laws of “Kashrus.”
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...magnesium stearate is synthesized from stearic acid which is
derived from animal fats.

5. BOEHAINGER INGELHEIM

Gelatin—derived from the skin, white connective tissue and
bones of animals.

Stearic Acid—derived from the fat of cattle and sheep.
6. STUART PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS

Magnesium stearate (source of stearic acid while known to be of
vegetable origin is unknown as regards grain or acceptable
seeds, (e.g. cottonseed or peanuts).

psvllium is derived from psyllium which is not considered to be a
grain.

flavors dissolved in ethyl alcohol; source unknown.
vegetable-oil derived stearates of unknown origin.

Vi

THE QUANTITY OF NON-KOSHER INGREDIENTS IN
PHARMACEUTICALS

The solution of the question of the quantity of non-kosher
ingredients in the entire pharmaceutical, in order to determine
whether it can be annulled by sixty times as much kosher
material, is also not simple.

1. STUART PHARMACEUTICALS
DIVISION OF ICI AMERICA INC.

The question as to whether the percentage of gelatin is less than
1.5% of the gross weight of the tablet or of the volume of the
tablet appears to be moot, since it has been my assumption that
it is not the concentration of gelatin which is important, but
rather the source. The gelatin in our products is from animal
(mammalian) sources and is non-kosher.
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INGREDIENTS OF CAPSULES AND TABLETS

STUART PHARMACEUTICALS
DIVISION OF ICI AMERICA INC

..regarding a “capsule” and the possible freedom of our
capsulated products from any animal derivatives. Since almost
all of the capsulated products manufactured in this country
contain gelatin as the capsulating material, it is apparent that
none of these products (either ours or those of other
manufacturers) are free of animal (mammalian) derivatives.
Indeed, we are not aware of a source of capsules where the
gelatin is derived from kosher sources, e.g., kosher-killed
animals or fish.

[That means that they are all produced from non-kosher
ingredients! They wrote too that tablets are included, as below. ]

2. SQUIBB

Small amounts of stearic acid or magnesium stearate are usedin
most capsule and tablet formulations. In nearly all cases, it
would be derived from animal sources.

3. MILES LABORATORIES, INC.

Small amounts of animal-derived substances (magnesium
stearate and gelatin) are employed in many tableted products as
lubricants and binders.

4. A.H. ROBINS COMPANY

...alcohol could either be synthetic or right be derived from
grain, .

...gluc >se is derived from starch which might be derived from
grain.

...glycerin could at any one time be from.animal, vegetable or
synthetic sources and it would be impossible to state that the
animal source was not porcine.

...Lactose is milk sugar.
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2. ABBOTT PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS
DIVISION

...concerning ingredients used in various medicinal products.
We have several hundred formulas and we are not in a position
to go through them in detail to determine all of the ingredients
used in them.

It is true that we use animal products such as gelatin in many of
our products. In additions, stearates, which are usually derived
fror the animal fat, are frequently used. Lactose frommilk, corn
starch and alcohol from grain and many other agents are used.
Frequently we are purchasing these items from outside vendors
and do not know the originating source of many of these items.
Sometimes the products can be derived from natural sources or
synthesized. We make no distinction in purchasing between
these two sources and do not have available to us the
information you request.

3. CHESEBROUGH—PONDS INC

In regard to manufacturing and processing equipment, we use
separate equipment for each product, except in,afew cases
where products are essentially similar composition. All
equipment is routinely cleaned and sanitized in accordance with
currently accepted good manufacturing practices fc. drug
products.

[ The cleaning of utensils and caring for their cleanliness are
done only as far as compliance with government standards
requires. Such cleaning does not comply with standards
demanded by the holy Torah.]
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MACHINERY

We learned from their responses below that there is
another question involved in the production of the
pharmaceuticals: their machinery.

1. STUART ‘PHARMACEUTICALS, DIVISION OfF ICI
AMERICA, INC

“Acceptability” from a kosher standpoint is based on the nature
of the ingredients. It must be recognized that the equipment
used by the manufacturer of the raw materials employed in these
products or by Stuart Pharmaceuticals in manufacturing these
products, even though thoroughly cleaned, may not qualify as
Kosher because of previous contact with non-Kosher products.

“Acceptability” for Passover is based on the nature of the
ingredients. The possibilities exist that the equipment used by
the manufacturer of the raw materials or by Stuart
Pharmaceuticals in manufacturing these products, even though
thoroughly cleaned, may have been in previous contact with
other products containing grain-derived materials.

[ This means:

1) They purchase ingredients from other companies. They do
not know their nature or the process of their production: they
may, therefore, contain non-kosher ingredients.

2) Even if they are free of non-kosher ingredients, they were
manufactured with machines used previously for non-kosher
materials.

3) This problem involves both the company that finishes the
pharmaceutical and the company that prepared the various
ingredients and sells them to others to produce from them
whatever they wish.] '
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1

HALACHIC RELIABILITY OF RESPONSES

Even after a company answers with certainty that a certain
pharmaceutical contaih§ no non-kosher ingredient, since they
knew definitely at the time of their answer why we asked them,
there is a halachic question as to whether they can be relied
upon under the “conversing innocently” v»n 5% ron principle.

The basis of “conversing innocently” of the letters of the
managers of the companies, upon which we build lofty edifices, is
faulty. For example, we wrote to a company a letter worded
clearly and simply. Nevertheless, their reply was:

SANDOZ PHARMACEUTICALS

..we are returning the completed schedule for “Ingredient
I[dentification”

...dilutant: lactose
...lubricant: stearic acid, calcium stearate
Notes:

a) lactose is a sugar derived from milk; it is questionable as to
whether it is actually a milk by-product.

b) stearic acid and calcium stearate are tallow derivatives,
usually obtained from cattle and sheep. There are refined to the
extent that “meat” is not present.

[ Apparently, even though we wrote clearly, they replied
according to their comprehension of the matter. They
understand that if there is no meat contained in the product, it is
not considered a meat product. ]
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bacteria)—but not. concerning its origin, as indicated by the
following.

1. CIBA - GEIGY CORPORATION
PHARMACEUTICALS DIVISION

I can tell you that as a general rule the majority of tablets and
capsules contain either magnesium or calcium stearate. The
source of this stearate can be either animal or vegetable fat, but
no major pharmaceutical company, to the best of my
knowledge, make a conscious attempt to control the material
which they receive to one type or the other. The criteria for
acceptance or rejection is based on the stzarates meeting
company specifications usually related t che United States
Pharmacopoeia or National Formulary.

[They state also that the government is not particular
concerning the origin of the ingredients used in
pharmaceuticals.]

2. CHESEBROUGH—PONDS INC

All ingredients used in our products meet fully the standards and
specifications that have been established in the official
compendia or that are recognized as assuring their quality,
strength and purity. [ am sure that you understand that these
standards are not specific in regard to the sources of certain
ingredients. For example, ethyl alcohol can be derived from
starches (wheat, corn or potato), sugars (cane or beet) or
prepared synthetically. Similarly, glycerin can be derived from
vegetable oils animal fats or prepared synthetically.
Furthermore, certain processes used to prepare .ingredients
from their source materials are essentially chemical syntheses
that result in a new chemical entity. Our purchasing
specifications do not generally require that such ingredients be
from a particular source or derived by a particular process.
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4. CIBA — GEIGY CORPORATION
PHARMACEUTICALS DIVISION

An effort to determine which of our products are kosher and
which are not would be a monumental task. In addition, I doubt
whether any company has products which would be considered
as kosher unless it had made a concerted effort to manufacture
them.

5. SYNTEX RESEARCH
DIVISION OF SYNTEX (US.A.) INC.

I consider the impossibility of tracing the origin and genealogy of
materials such as surface active agents, fats and alcohols. To
further compound the problem, the same chemicals purchased
from different manufacturers can be made by many different
processes and may have utilized many different intermediates.
You have a scientific recognition of the enormity of the problem
of ever being able to say that a particular chemical of commerce
did or did not comply with the standg\rds of kashruth...

...there is no way in wbich we can determine the sources of
origin of these materials or how they were prepared. Neither
could we guarantee that the materials will be purchased each
time from the same manufacturer.

Il

PURITY OF MATERIALS TO MEET GOVERNMENT
STANDARDS
The companies explain that they are responsible to observe
the purity of the materials and the pharmaceuticals only insofar
as is required by government regulations.

They all have to meet the highest compendial standards of
purity. In their words, their products are produced according to
“United States Pharmacopeia or National Formulary”.

This, however, deals exclusively with purity from foreign
matter, which can harm the chemical material (such as
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product may be reformulated and have the prohibited substance

removed. More importantly, a product not on the list could have
the prohibited ingredient added. .

General or specific statements cannot be made for so many
varied products. ' '

2. PARKE, DAVIS & COMPANY:

Parke-Davis has several hundred products which might be
used in treatment. I hope you will understand that it is impossible
for us to give you a complete breakdown of all components and
also that they may be subject to revision from time to time
because of various reasons.

3. SYNTEX RESEARCH

DIVISION OF SYNTEX (U.S.A.) INC.
INSTITUTE OF PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES:

Many components are used in compounding pharmaceutical
formulations. These materials might be animal, vegetable,
and/or mineral in origin. Many of these ingredients are produced
by reactions of other chemical materials, and so attempting to
learn whether any animal materials were used in the
manufacture of a product becomes a complex maze. It would
require a skilled detective to unravel some of the intricacies of
the reactants which are utilized, and I think that answer might
often depend more on zeal, orthodoxy, and Talmudic
interpretation than on mere catalogue listings.

In regard to grain products,in tableting we also employ such
materials as wheat starch and corn starch. I question whether
you could obtain more than a few tablets on the market which
did not contain some corn starch. Wheat starch is much less
commonly used. Furthermore, any products which contain
alcohol such as elixirs and some cough syrups would contain
grain alcohol. :
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Without a doubt, over-the-counter drugs cannot be
permitted if they contain any non-kosher ingredient, since there
is always an alternative.

According to government figures, there are 350,000 such
medicines in the United States.

As regards prescription drugs, the following questions must
be considered:

1) Whether the patient’s life is in danger.

2) Whether there is an alternative, i.e. whether another
medicine can be substituted for the prescribed medicine
containing the non-kosher ingredient.

It is important to emphasize that there is no question
concerning medicinals which are critical to the health of an
individual or to indications which are serious in nature.

I
CONSTANT REFORMULATION

First, the production methodology of every medicine changes
periodically.

We quote below statements made by the world’s largest
companies.

ABBOT PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS DIVISION
ABBOT LABORATORIES

...regarding specific ingredients in specific products. [ am sure
you are aware of the great amount of time required to check the
formula of all the Abbot products to see if they contain...
(prohibited substances). Not only would the final formula have to
* be checked, but the formula for many of the ingredients (also) to
see if they contained these prohibited substances.

We prefer that such lists not be made due to the frequency
with which our products formulas change. At any time a
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Responsum

Honorable and esteemed Rabbi.......

If all the seas were ink, the reeds pens, the skies parchment,
and all people scribes, they would not be able to record the
devices of political government (Shabbos 11). i.e. it is very
difficult to write all the matters with which the government must
concern itself. As it is said: (Prov. 25:3) The heavens for height,
and the earth for depth, and the heart of kings is unsearchable.
Meiri explains: The government is burdened with so many
obligations, which the average person would find difficult to
evaluate.

In writing this chapter concerning pharmaceutials, |
communicated with the managers of all the major
pharmaceutical firms in the United States to receive thorough
information pertaining to the manufacture of pharmaceuticals
and related matters, and their bearing on the kashrus of
products. The most important thing I learned from all of them is
that it is impossible to know definitely the contents of any given
pharmaceutical for any length of time—and sometimes even for
a short time—since the manufacturing process and the
ingredient origin change from day to day. Moreover, they may be
produced differently in different parts of our country. Hence, it
must be determined—whether it was produced in the East,
West, North, or South.

My study in this matter was based on the question regarding
the presence of various animal and grain derivatives in drug
products for purposes of determining whether these conform
with Jewish Dietary Laws.

I queried those knowledgeable and explained to them briefly
all the halachos and ramifications of the laws of kashrus.

You should know that every rabbi who is well-versed in these
matters must differentiate between two kinds of medicines:

1) Prescription drugs.
2) Over-the--counter drugs.
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Laws of medicines
Question

Kislev 10, 5737

Dear Rabbi..., author of ...

I appeal to you to instruct me in the pleasant ways of the word of
Hashem, which is the halacha. Please do not be angry with me
for troubling you with my letter...I trust that you will not
disregard my request, but will answer me as soon as possible.

I wish to know if and how it is possible for organizations or
private rabbis to make lists and to discuss the kashrus of various
medicines for the entire year in general and especially for
Passover.

Because of the difficulties involved in arranging hashgachah in
factories and in clarifying by chemical tests which medicines are
kosher and which are not, we are compelled to send requests to
various medical authorities—government bureaus,
pharmaceutical companies, organizations of pharmacists and
physicians, outstanding physicians, chemists, and
pharmacists—to seek their assistance in this matter. |
emphasize that there was no visit to any factory ... everything is
based on written replies.

I have come to ask: May we rely on these responses even to
permit certain pharmaceuticals? Or only negatively, i.e. if they
write that the pharmaceuticals contain non-kosher ingredients?
Second, is it permissible or proper to publicize the contents of
these letter in a manner that the public will rely on them?

As we step from the sanctuary, let my lips utter a prayer to He
Who dwells on high, to grant you longevity and strength to be
able to enjoy the presence of Hashem in His pure service, in good
health and tranquility, until we will be redeemed forever by
welcoming the Messiah, with the leaders of our generation at our
head, speedily in our days, amen.

Respectfully,
Rabbi....
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Belenation of Pomer of Attorney nevemya

for Sale of Chometz
Knom yge that I, the undersigned, fully empower and permit Rabbi

to act in my place and stead, and in my behalf to.sell all CHOMETZ possessed by me (knowingly or
unknowingly) as defined by The Torah and Rabbinic Law (e.g. Chometz; doubt of Chometz, and all
kinds of Chometz mixtures). Also Chometz that tends to harden and to adhere to a surface of inside
of pans, pots or cooking and usable utensils, and all kinds of live animals that have been eating Cho-

metz or mixtures thereof. And to lease all places wherein the Chometz owned by me may be found,

especially in the premises located at and elsewhere.
(Address)

Rabbi ' ..... has the full right to sell'and to lease by

transactions, as he deems fit and proper and for such time which he believes necessary in accordance
with all detailed terms and detailed forms as explained in the general authorization contract which

have been given this year to Rabbi . . to sell the Chometz.

This general avthorization is made a part of this agreement. Also do I hereby give the said Rabbi
full power and authority to appoint a substitute in

his stead with full power to sell and to lease as provided herein. The above given power is in conformi-
ty with all Torah, Rabbinical regulations and laws, and also in accordance with the laws of the State
of New York and of the United States. And to this I hereby affix my signature on this ...cooooevreneee.

day of Nissan in the year 57........

X

Signature

Address City

The legal intricacies covering this transfer of property
are many and only a competent rabbi should be entrusted with
its execution.




MEDICINE AND PASSOVER LAW

Halachic clarification explaining the production of
medicines, and their kashrus for the whole year (in
general) and (especially) for Passover, based on a detailed
study of the pharmacologic production process.
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Do you know that:

- Seemingly innocuous products are not Kosher.

— Kashrus signs, symbals and embiems are not to be taken for granted
as an adherence to Kashrus standards.

— There exists a problem of Trumos and Maasros in America.

-~ Some Shochtim and Mashgichim do not follow the strict adherence
to traditional orthodoxy.

— Some Mashgichim indiscriminately rely on intricate Heterim on a
regular basis, without proper notification to the Kosher consum-

er.

— You would not be willing to rely in your own kitchen, on principles
constantly being used by Mashgichim.

V :
AA :

IS DEDICATED TO STRENGHTEN KASHRUS.
ARQUSES AN AWARENESS IN KASHRUS.

IS A PUBLIC SERVICE ORGANIZATION THAT CON-
DUCTS INDEPENDENT RESEARCH IN ITS FIELD.

PUBLICIZES ITS FINDINGS IN A BI-MONTHY BULLETIN,
MADRICH L'KASHRUS WHICH IS PUBLISHED IN
YIDDUSH AND ENGLISH.

IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH ANY ORGANIZATION.,
DOES NOT ENDORSE ANY PRODUCT OR KASHRUS
ORGANIZATION.

INSPECTS, FURNISHES DATA, COUNSEL, GUIDANCE
AND ASSISTANCE FREE OF ANY CHARGE.

DOES NOT HAVE A PAID STAFF.

SOLE MEANS OF SUPPORT IS FROM SUBSCRIPTIONS
TO THE MADRICH AND CONTRIBUTIONS.
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T VAAD HAKASHRUS
A Public Service Organization

Dedicated to Strenghtening of Kashrus
Through Research and Developement




