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WORLD ALLIANCE FOR THE CORRECTION
OF THE SIN OF THE SPIES
“LIVING IN ERETZ ISRAEL IS THE EQUIVALENT OF ALL THE
MITZVOT OF THE TORAH” (SIFRE, PARASHAT REE)

LEARN THE LESSON AND DO NOT FOLLOW ON THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE SPIES
FROM THE BOOK ZION TODAY

SINCE THE CONFRONTATION BETWEEN ORTHODOXY AND SECULAR
ZIONISM, VOICES PRAISING THE GREATNESS AND SANCTITY OF
THE HOLY LAND HAVE BECOME STILL. BASIC PRINCIPLES WHICH
HAD ALWAYS BEEN CLEAR TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN
FORGOTTEN. HOW MUCH DOES EVEN A BEN-TORAH TODAY KNOW
ABOUT THE SPECIAL QUALITIES OF ERETZ ISRAEL, OF THE
MITZVOS OF THE LAND? EVEN THE MOST OBSERVANT TAKE TRIPS
TO CHUTZ LA'ARETZ, SOMETHING THE HALACHA FORBIDS. COULD
THERE BE GREATER IRONY THAN THIS: THE TORAH COMMUNITY,
WHICH CHERISHED THE MEMORY OF ERETZ ISRAEL SO
THROUGHOUT THE AGES, NOW LEAVES LOVE OF ZION TO THE
"SECULAR"?

In a more positive vein, many have elaborated upon the idea that
settling Eretz Yisroel will hasten the Redemption. Rav Isachar Shlomo
Teichtal, in his book Em Habanim Smeicha, brings many sources to
prove this point. "They will not merit Redemption until they seek out
Eretz Yisroel" (p. 101). The author quotes Rav Alkalai, who writes that
the beginning of our repentance in the end of days will be in our
seeking the Kingdom of Heaven - i.e. we will seek to return to Eretz
Yisroel so that the Almighty will be called King.

In the same sefer, the grandson of the Rosh is quoted: "The
midrash says that many people of Israel - Torah learners, chasidim and
prominent people - will take it upon themselves to go and live in Eretz
Yisroel. They will decide one from here and two from there - to settle in
the holy city of Yerushalayim. When they establish themsevles as a
loyal presence at the holy mountain in Yerushalayim, the Creator will
take note and bring the Redemption."

'She is Zion and no one asks for her' (Yirmiyahu 30). The

implication is that Zion needs to be asked for." (Rosh Hashana
30)."Happy is he who waits to arrive and see the rise of your light, over
him your dawns shall break" (from Rabbi Yehuda Halevi's "Zion Won't
You Inquire”, lamentations for Tisha B'Av).
PLEASE HASHEM SAVE US FROM THE SIN OF THE SPIES WHO SPOKE LASHON
HARA AGAINST ERETZ ISRAEL. LET US CORRECT THE SIN OF “THEY DESPISED
THE DESIRABLE LAND” (TEHILLIM 106) FOR IN THIS WAY WE BRING CLOSER
THE COMPLETE GEULA WHEN YOUR NAME WILL BE SANCTIFIED IN THE
WORLD AND YOUR NATION ISRAEL SHALL BE EXALTED AND YOUR BEIT HA
MIKDASH REBUILT MAY THIS BE SOON IN OUR DAYS, AMEN YEHI RATZON



