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ERETZ ISRAEL 
BULLETIN 267 

 
WORLD ALLIANCE FOR THE CORRECTION  

OF THE SIN OF THE SPIES 
“LIVING IN ERETZ ISRAEL IS THE EQUIVALENT OF ALL THE 

MITZVOT OF THE TORAH”  (SIFRE, PARASHAT REE) 

LEARN THE LESSON AND DO NOT FOLLOW ON THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE SPIES 
FROM THE WRITINGS OF RABBI MEIR DAVID KAHANE ZTKL 

 
OUR EXILE STRENGTHENS THE  

NATIONS IN THEIR FALSE FAITH 
We have no clearer picture of the degradation and abhorrence which Israel face in 
the exile and which result in Chilul Hashem. In response to this Chilul Hashem, G-d 
comes in anger and wrath to take revenge against the nations and sanctify His 
name which was profaned through Israel's abject state, as Mahari Kra wrote (Ezek. 
36:20): 

What is the Chilul Hashem... That the nations say of them, "They are G-d's 
people and dear to Him, and if He could have helped them not to leave their land, He 
would have done it, but He became weak... This Chilul Hashem comes through 
Israel. 

It, therefore, says, "I had pity for My holy name which the house of Israel 
profaned among the nations, where they came" (Ezek. 36:21). When the time for 
redemption arrives, G-d has pity on His holy people, profaned among the nations by 
Israel's very presence in exile among them, living under them, subject to and 
dependent upon them. Even when the nations allow Israel to live in peace among 
them, Israel still depend on their goodness and tolerance, and that, too, is a Chilul 
Hashem. The fact that Israel live as a minority constantly dependent on the 
kindness of the nations, itself diminishes the glory of Israel, and of G-d, so to speak. 
This is the intent of Targum's rendering of the verse, "There [in the exile] you will 
serve other gods" (Deut.28:36,64): "There you will serve nations that worship idols." 
Israel, by being subject to these nations, even if this just means living under their 
sovereignty as a minority in the territory of the alien majority, magnify and exalt the 
gods and culture of the nations, and belittle G-d's omnipotence, not to mention 
where the nations humiliate, murder and exterminate them. 
 
REMOVING THE EXILE FROM ISRAEL IS TEN TIMES 
HARDER THAN REMOVING ISRAEL FROM THE EXILE  

TO OUR SORROW, THIS DISEASE HAS EVEN  
 SMITTEN TORAH SCHOLARS. 

PLEASE HASHEM SAVE US FROM THE SIN OF THE SPIES WHO SPOKE LASHON 
HARA AGAINST ERETZ ISRAEL. LET US CORRECT THE SIN OF “THEY DESPISED 
THE DESIRABLE LAND” (TEHILLIM 106) FOR IN THIS WAY WE BRING CLOSER 
THE COMPLETE GEULA WHEN YOUR NAME WILL BE SANCTIFIED IN THE 
WORLD AND YOUR NATION ISRAEL SHALL BE EXALTED AND YOUR BEIT HA 
MIKDASH REBUILT MAY THIS BE SOON IN OUR DAYS, AMEN YEHI RATZON 


