ERETZ ISRAEL
BULLETIN 223

WORLD ALLIANCE FOR THE CORRECTION
OF THE SIN OF THE SPIES
“LIVING IN ERETZ ISRAEL IS THE EQUIVALENT OF ALL THE
MITZVOT OF THE TORAH” (SIFRE, PARASHAT REE)

LEARN THE LESSON AND DO NOT FOLLOW ON THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE SPIES

FROM THE WRITINGS OF REBBE
NACHMAN MI BRESSLOV

When a person attains to the level of the Land of Israel, he is worthy of being
called a “man of strength and valor”. Before he attains this level, “Let not him that
girds on his armor boast himself as he that puts it off’ (I Kings, 20:11). But when he
has gone through the battle successfully he is worthy of the name “man of war”

When people give charity to causes in the Land of Israel, they become
merged in the air of the Land of Israel, which is holy breath that has no taint of sin
(Shabbath 119b). Through this breath the forces of severity and darkness are
banished from the world. This is also how it is possible to escape from the
distracting, alien thoughts which come during prayer. The mind and the thoughts
become clear and refined. This is a tikkun habrit — a remedy for abuse of the Holy
Covenant.

The Land of Israel possesses a mystical power to stimulate procreation and
also to bring relief from the divisiveness and hostility which exist between people.
Through the sanctity of the Land of Israel, the true guide and leader of our age will
be revealed. Truth will spread throughout the world and even the heathen nations
will return to the Holy One, blessed-be-He, and serve him “with one consent”
(Zephania 3:9) .

Praying with intense devotion reveals sparks of the radiance of our fathers,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (see TedJllah 51-56). The Patriarchs laid the foundations
of our faith. This faith is embodied in the prayers we recite. The lives of the
patriarchs were completely bound up with the Land of Israel, as is our faith.
Through genuine prayer, therefore, it is possible for us to feel the sanctity of the
Land of Israel even today, when we are in exile and the Land itself is under the
dominion of the Sitra Aclira, the forces of the Other Side. Thus it is written in the
Torah that even when the Jews are “in the land of their enemies, if then.. .their
uncircumcised heart be humbled... then will | remembere My covenant with Jacob
and also My covenant with Isaac and also My covenant with Abraham will |
remember; and | will remember the Land” (Leviticus 26:41-42). Through the
revelation of the sanctity of the Land of Israel we will witness the destruction of the
wicked. Not only will we be delivered from their hand; we will see them suffer the
very evil they sought to inflict upon us

PLEASE HASHEM SAVE US FROM THE SIN OF THE SPIES WHO SPOKE LASHON
HARA AGAINST ERETZ ISRAEL. LET US CORRECT THE SIN OF “THEY DESPISED
THE DESIRABLE LAND” (TEHILLIM 106) FOR IN THIS WAY WE BRING CLOSER
THE COMPLETE GEULA WHEN YOUR NAME WILL BE SANCTIFIED IN THE
WORLD AND YOUR NATION ISRAEL SHALL BE EXALTED AND YOUR BEIT HA
MIKDASH REBUILT MAY THIS BE SOON IN OUR DAYS, AMEN YEHI RATZON



