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Position Statement on Zinc Stearate and
" The Composition of Dart Polystyrene Produc's

Diaet £ ontainer Corporatior has 2 keen interest in providing safe and sanitaty polystyrene producrs (¢.g.. foam cups
and onrainers) for food and neverige service. With chis in mind, we have the following comments relating to the

com rosition of our product::

U Dare products conform to the rigorous standards of the Federal Pood and Drug Administration as found in
Tidde 21 of the Code of Federal Regulations. This conformiry applies not only to major components, but
slso 1o addicives anc yrocessing dids.

7 Dards mancfactunvy, practices are divected rowned strice preservation of the sanitary nature of pur products.

3 arr does not curseiy ust post-consumer recycled materials in our products,

4 With specific respecs 10 thi veiznvion of “Kosher” or “Hallal” status of foods and beverages served in our
polystyrene produc s plea e consider the following:

D urilizes processing ads kaown as “rci-asc agents” in the manufaciure of our polystyrene products. Release agents
arc § resent in minuscule amounts, 10 allow the product to be “released” from the molds used to form the container.
Alm st all zn¢ stearate. the release agent used by Dart, and other farty acid products are ultimately derived from an.mal

fat ¢ rallow'.

L is ‘mpurtant to keep in m i thet the use of thess additives is not intended as a food, but simply as a processing aid.

12 ac hering to the guideline: in the Code of Fedetal Regulasions, we do not exceed the amount “rzquired

arco ooiish re incended re-mical effect.” And, we do not use these matcerials to enhance such appezrance factors a« the

glogr of (e sup or the (::.v!\r:cl'mcx- w rface. —— e -
P - - T

Diare participated in a stud - commiteee sponsored by the Society of the Plastics Industry (SPT) charged with reviewi g

the: i sue of "Kosher” or “Hal al” status food and beverage packaging, and publishing 4 report. The major conclusion

teact cd in the SP1 report is rhae chene is considerable conuoversy in theological citeles as to the effect on Kosher sta us

of feads and beverages conrained in polystyrenc foodservice produscts.

OnlL 5 hqol of thoggl]l holds chat the process of obtaining these products, because of its high temperature and
puriication steps, in effect “denacures” them and rentoves them from the class of being “food”; therefore, they shou d be
cons.dered 35 just another ¢henical.

The acher school of thoughr (d.arg rot accept this asgument of denaturing and fusther tukes dhe position thae the
presence of even small amoasas of cllew~derived processing; aids causes contained foods o lose Kosher stats.

Given the currene difference in theatogicai opinion, we suggest you seek guidance on this issue from your own
relig sus leader.

. ;l’hc ‘ull SPEreport, “An Intecduction to che Role of Packaging in the World of Kashrus” can be obtained from SPI at
. 202 % 4.5200.
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