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Eruvin In Large Cities

In the year 5667 an eruv was established in Manhattan, approved of by
five leading Torah scholars, in-the generation. Reasons for their ruling
was published when this eruv was established. No one has ever refuted
their ruling (2v ' 0 X771 w17°0 Q" 1G—AKX1AY 2177y 190)

They ruled, bodies of water surrounding Manhattan, are like a wall
surrounding it. These bodies of water, there since creation, have never dried
up, and will never dry up, and are reliable walls for Manhattan.

In the year 5660, Rav Malkeal Tanenbaum, of blessed memory, holy
Rabbi of Lomza , Poland, in a letter written to Rabbonim in Qdessa, Russia,
concerning the eruv there, ruled that bodies of water are like walls. Therefore
he ruled, Odessa, which is on the Black Sea, has a valid wall on that side,
according to Jewish Law. He further stated: this ruling cannot be disputed.
Because, many Holy sages, from past generations, ruled: bodies of water
are like a wali around a city. Common custom, for many generations, has
been to rely on bodies of water in many large cities.2x»52a 2721 a"iw

Ten of the ieading Torah scholars of that generation, ruled in favor of the
eruv in Odessa, and stated in letters written to  Rabbonim of Odessa that the
Black Seais a valid boundary. These letters were puthhed for all to see
and never refuted. (P3¥ 71?0 71840)

Holy Grand Rabbi of Toronto Canada, Rav Graubart, of blessed memory,
author of menumental work on Jewish Law, approved of by leading Torah
scholars, established an eruv there. He stated the bodies of water surrounding
Toronto were walls swrrounding this city. His ruling, published ,and
- approved of by leading Torah scholars in his generation, was never refuted.

We see from rulings by holy Torah scholar of past generations that
bodies of water surrounding a city are like walls. This is not a matter to be
discussed or refuted. Because, it has been common custom. in many large
cities for hundreds of years torely on this ruling.




8

IRVPYPT N P VPP
RABBI SHIAH T DIRECTOR

M3 NT I N PIVY R nn 50 Y0IPY Dnny s
Q"W 0 DY TYON3 N3 poyi Tinp ,RNNYDY NN
ST NYT 1T OR ey Y

1540 57th ST. BROOKLYN, NY 11219

703

In the year 5739 (25 years ago) Rav Menasha Klein asked Reb Moshe Feinstein, of
blessed memory, if an eruv can be established in Boro Park. He replied: yes, he is not
against it. His ruling was published in a booklet written by Rav Menasha Klein, and
5,000 copies were distributed.

Three years ago, I spoke to Rav Tuvyah Goldstein, of blessed memory, he told me
that he asked Reb Moslhe the same question. Reb Moshe replied, he is not against anyone
who wants to follow the ruling of the Shulchan Aurach, and all poskim, and establish an
eruv in Brooklyn. . However, he personally wants to follow rulings not accepted by the
Shulchan Aurach. ' :

In a letter written to the rabbonim of Flatbush, concerning the eruv they want to
establish there, printed in Igros Moshe (simon 87 part 4), he gives his permission to
establish an eruv. Even though, he does not want to be in involved in their project, for
reasons stated in his letter, which are against the Shulchan Aurach and all poskim, as
stated openly in this letter. Nevertheless, he gave his permission to establish an eruy.
Because, obviously, he is not against those who follow ruling of the Shulchan Aurach, -
and-all poskim.

His letter. printed there (simon 88}, orly explains his ruling in greater detail.
However, his permission to establish an eruv in Brooklyn was never retracted. Because,
obviously, he is not against those wha follow ruting of Shulchan Aurach and all poskim.

Posters in the street and documents published in newspapers, proclaiming a
prohibition, in his name, are false documents, against what he told prominent rabbonim,
and printed in Igros Moshe. Reb Mashe never signed on these documents, or authorized
their publication. '

No one ¢an stop someone from publicizing false documents. However, one obvious
fact remains valid, what he told prominent rabbonim and printed in Igros Moshe when he
was alive.
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Reb Moshe Feinstein, of blessed memory, was not designated
by the ALMIGHTY to give absolute rulings on Torah Law for HIS
holy people. He was a mortal being, an object of criticism:and,
not GOD ALMIGHTY who gave us the Torah on Mount Sinat.

He was not the only one who wrote, and issued rulings, on
the subject of eruvin. Gedolei VYisroel have issued rulings on
this subject for thousands of years. Their rulings are clearly
stated in their many works.

Talmud Bava Metzia (p. 59) relates a story, about Reb
Eliezer Hagodol, who argued with the sages of Israel. A voice
cried out from heaven, how do you argue with Reb Eliezer Hagodol,
we rtule like him on all matters of Jewish Law. Reb Eliezer
Hagodel was the greatest sage of Israel at that time. Nevertheless,
the Talmud relates, he was put 1in charem (excommunicated):
because, he argued with all the sages of Israel.

Greatness in Torah scholarship does not give one the power,
or authority, to argue with all sages of Israel. Nevertheless,
Reb Moshe Feinstein, of blessed memory, did this. When he ruled
against eruvin in Brooklyn.

He states this openly in Igros Moshe Orach Chiam part 4
letter number 87. Therefore, he states: his ruling is not
absolute, or clear cut. Because, he arques with all the sages 6f
Israel from past generations.

Let it be stated here forthright. Leading poskim in our

generation did not accept his ruling. Nor, did leading poskinm 1in
his generation accept his ruling. Because, it is a novel ruling,
against all sages of Israel, and the Shulchan Aurach.
‘ Nevertheless, Litvishe freaks, with idiotic whimsies,
publicize his novel ruling, on Eruvin in Brooklyn, as absolute.
They conjecture, everyone has an obligation to follow his novel
ruling, against all poskim.

Absolute, idiots, zanies, and imbeciles, run around getting




signatures, from the ignorant, against eruvin: and, continuously
publicize an absolute ban, against establishing eruvin in

Brooklyn. This is senseless, asinine, brainless, and a joke.

He would be quilty of a sin punishable by excommunication.
Had he declared his ruling absolute. He was very careful. He
openly declared his ruling is not absolute. He also stated;
many times, he is not against those who establish eruvin in
Brooklyn. Who follow rulings of all sages of Israel from past and
present generations. '

Nevertheless, idiotic zanies, liars, and imbeciles, are
publicizing his ruling as absolute. Exactly the opposite of what
he stated.

Woe! They have power, aided by forces of evil, Satan and
nis forces, to convince others that a ruling against the Shulchan
Aurach, and all sagess of Israel, is an a%solute ruling. They tear
eruvin, terrorizz rabdonim who make eruVin, and with 1lies and

~deceit convince thenm. )

Woe! We are living in a generation where terrorists rule
many. Lies, deception, and deciet, are supreme: and, the public
is hoodwinked into the abyss of humiliation,and degradation.

May the prayers of King David be answerd: "Destroy all who
speak false"(Psalms 5:7): "Obliterate, ALMIGHTY, all 1lips of
trickery" (Psalms 12:4).

" YOU, ALMIGHIY GOD, watch them, save them froh this

generation, forever" (Psalms 1ibid.8).



THE TRUTH

In the year 5722 an edict was issued by the Agudas Harabonim prohibiting
the establishment of an Eruv in Manhattan. Even though many of the great
Rabbonim of that era were opposed to the Manhattan Eruv Isser, nevertheless,
it was issued. This edict had five signatures.

Nothwithstanding, in the year 5739 another edict was issued by the Agudas
Harabonim which states: .

"We are publicizing herewith;‘forthright, absolute Torah
law (DAAS TORAH), that establishment of ERUVIN in New
York and also in all large cities in the United States
of America has been prohibited by leading Rabbonim in
our generation and in‘previousrgenerations. And, on the
18th day of Sivan 5722 there was a meeting of the GREAT
ROSHEI YESHIVOS and RABBONIM, THE LIGHTS OF ISRAEL, due
to the efforts of OUR MASTER HAGOAN AARON KOTLER of o
BLESSED MEMORY and they signed on a prohibition (ISSER)
to establish an ERUV in NEW YORK... And it was agreed
upon and 'signed by: ... (names of six Rabbonim) and also
many other GREAT RABBONIM.

"Therefore, we are coming to notify the public, forth-
right that it is forbidden to establish an ERUV in NEW
YORK or BROOKLYN and that there is not any HALACHIC
basis (HETER) for establishment of same."

This proclamation, dated 5739, contained the signatures of many known
Rabbonim and was well publicized in newspapers, posters, through the mail, etc.
The question arises: if "many .other great Rabbonim" signed an edict of. this
nature in the year 5722, why was it now necessary to produce new signatures
from Rabbonim living today? If there was indeed a prohibition in the year 5722
from "many" great Rabbonim to establish ERUVIN "in all large cities in the
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA", why didn't the Agudas Harabonim publicize this
document? ’

Obviously, this document, from the year 5722, definitely would have been
sufficient, and would surely convince the public of the grave ISSER of estab-
lishing ERUVIN "in all large cities in the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA," including
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. Where is it? THE ANSWER IS —- THERE IS NO SUCH DOCUMENT!
THEREFORE, THE EDICT ISSUED IN THE YEAR 5739 BASED .ON THIS DOCUMENT (which is
non-existent) IS ALSO A FRAUD!

The fact is: an edict was issued in 5722, signed by five Rabbonim, con-
cerning Manhattan; and, this edict was disputed by many, as aforementioned.
Therefore, the Rabbonim who signed the proclamation in 5739 were duped; for,
there was never an ISSER for any city, except for Manhattan proper, and this
ISSER was also disputed by many leading GEDOLIM of the previous generation.

After the Agudas Harabonim publicized this ISSER I wrote them four letters
requesting a copy of the ISSER issued in 5722; but, they did not produce any
document to this effect. However, they did send me copies of recent advertise-




ments that they placed in newspapers in the year 5739. Later, a copy of the
Manhattan ISSER was obtained from another source, wherein it is clearly stated
as aforementioned, (Manhattan only was prohibited with five signatures on this
document) . (Copies of same are available from this writer.) :

Not only were the Rabbonim who signed this fraud and ludicrous ISSER con~
cerning; "all large cities in the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA," duped, the public
was also duped into thinking that there is some validity to this ludicrous and
fraudulent proclamation.

THE ERUV ISSER FROM THE AGUDAS HARABONIM IS ONE OF THE GREATEST FRAUDS
AND HOAXES OF OUR GENERATION!

It is also stated therein; “There is not any Halachic basis for establish-
ment of same." This is nothing but an outright lie. Complete volumes have
been written concerning the permissibility of same, which have never been
refuted.

with iies, the Agudas Harabonim is trying to dispose of mountains of
halachic literature toiled upon by GEDOLEX HADOROS for generations; and, dupe
Rabbonim, Bnei Torah, and the public into believing in their lies.

Besides all the aforementioned lies stated in the ludicrous ERUV ISSER of
5739, there are more:

1. Harav Hagoan Reb Yoseph Eliyohu Henken of blessed memory, cited therein
as one of the signers on the Manhattan Eruv Isser never signed on this Isser.
Just the opposite, his letter of agreement and encouragement written to the
"Committee for.Establishment of Eruvin in Manhattan,” was published in Hapardes
and Hamoer in the year 5722 (the same year the Eruv edict concerning Manhattan,
was issued) and, most recently has been republished in Dvrei Menacham, part 2.

2. In the aforementioned edict of 5739, reference is made to rulings of
Hagoan Reb Moshe Feinstein, published in his work Igros Moshe, and stated in
responses to queries concerning same. After this it is stated: "Therefore. ..
there is not any Halachic basis at all to permit establishment of Eruvin in any
part of New York or Brooklyn." :

. Reb Moshe clearly states in all of these places that his ruling is not
in accord with the ruling of the Shulchan Aruch and most of the Reshonim. I
ask; is the Shulchan Aruch, whose rulings all Jewish people have followed for
the past four hundred years, and the opinions of most of the Reshonim not
enough Halachic basis for establishment of an Eruv? More so; when Reb Moshe
clearly states this himself in all his responses concerning same, and does not
leave this up to the judgment of the reader of these Responsas; and he did this
to clearly explain himself, so that the reader will not be misled into thinking
that his ruling is absolute; can he then be quoted as a source, ruling that
this ISSER is absolute and without any "HALACHIC BASIS"? —- NO!
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Hagoan Reb Moshe Feinstein never signed thc edict issued by the
Agudas Harabonim in 5739. His signature was transposed and later printed
along with the other’ signers on this edict. The original copy of this edict
obtained from the Agudas Harabonim did not contain his signature; and an
officer of the Agudas Harabonim stated openly that he never. signed this docu-
ment. How could he have signed this document? He would be contradlctlng
himself, as aforementioned! Also, it is well-known that he approved of Eruvin
in many large cities all over the United States. :

In all, there.is practically not one word of truth in this edict; aid
the signatures of the Rabbonim thereon are valueless for they WERE DUPED and
they signed on a false document. If they were not DUPED ‘and knew what. they
were signing, they are all outright liars; G-D forbid! THE ERUV EDICT OF 5739
AND ALL THE PUBLICITY CONCERNING SAME IS NOTHING BUT A JOKE, A FARCE- AND A

CONCLUSION

You are reading this essay because you are perceptive enough to sense that
something Is terribly wrong out there and you are one with a growing sense of
unease. The institutions. you always trusted are now giving you a queasy
feeling, and you know all is not well. I congratulate you for your insight. I
share your feelings. ’

I believe THE TRUTH will survive, and we may come out of this stronger
than we went Into it. I doubt if this essay will transform the world, even if
I distributed a zillion copies, but maybe it can change Jjust enough people s
attitudes to tip the scales in a close case.

I challenge the conventional wisdom that has led us into this mess. Those
sacred cows are outdated, inaccurate, and unrealistic, and can lead you into
personal and mental bondage.

Those who are making and influencing Torah policy are acting In their own
economic or political self-interest, are fools, and are just plain wrong. The
course that they have plotted can only end in chaocs, and this essay Is an effort
to chronicle these events. I want it to stand as a monument against this happen-
ing again in my children's or my grand-children's lifetime.

Iam RIGHT, BUT I TAKE NO PLEASURE IN PUBLISHING THESE FACTS!
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