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Its a shore walk down the clevated stairs of the Marcy Avenue subway station in Williamsburg, past some
housing projects, to Lee Avenuc, a street that seems to be ruled not by the edicts of Bill Clinton's Ametica. or
Rudy Giuliani’s New York, but by rabbinical decrees issued over a centu ry ago in faraway ‘Iransylvania. Green-

point may belong to the T'oles, and Bensonhurst to the Tralians, but Lee Avenue is the domain of the Satmar
Hasidim, the mest milicant branch of Orthodox Judaism. While radical movements like the Republic of Texas
and the Freemen of Montana have seught to establish themselves by licerally challenging the U.S. zovern-

ment, the Satmars are happier fighting with their neighbors, other Hasidic sects and, most ludicrously, each

other. In carly March, dissension b Jled over among the two main lctions of the Lee Avenue communit, and |
loshon hora, the type of destructive gossip Hasidim view as sinful, ran down the gutters like rainwater.
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Feige (pronounced Fay-gee) Teitelbaum,
the 80-year-ok! widow of the late Joel Teit-
elbaum, the man who salvaged the Satmar
movement from the ashes of the German
death camps, actually brought suit against
the other larger faction, led by 81-ycar-old
Moses Teitelbaum, the current Rebbe
(Grand Rabbi) and nephew of Joel, for
alleged business inaproprictics ard gener-

ally lousy behavior. And it did so in Fed-
eral District Court in Manhattan, nor in
some musty rabbinical enclave in Flacbush
or Borough Park.

There were various accusations of Sat-
mar-oi-Saunar crime, involving arson, van-
dalism, minor violence (pelting with bot-
tles, rabid heckling, an occasional schineck),
and even the most pious members were said
to be culpable. Worst of all, both sides were
violating the unspoken “11th Command-
ment”’—“Thou Shalt Not Air Thy Dirty
Laundry Before the Goyim.”

30 DROOKLYN BRIDGE

Walking on Lee Avenue,
past stores selling mezuzabs
(encased scriptures to be
hung on doors for good

puzzles, 1 felt the 11th
Commandment was very
much with ine, even though
I'm something of a fallen-
away Jew, a skeptic, and
even a bit of a blasphemer
by Hasidic standards. In
Landau’s basement restau-
rant, at Lee near Ross, a col-
lection of bearded men sat

at orﬁngc linolcum tables
caring potato knishes, kugel
and gefilte fish.

Because it was raining, a
few had pulled transparent
plastic coverings over their
headgear, the broad black
hats favored by the Sac-
mars. When I came in, one
of them offered a short dis-
course on the media’s Jib-
eral bias. The rest wanted
to know why any magazine
would be interested in an
internal squabble within a

It got so bad that one faction, led by  group that deliberately quarantines itself

from the «est of humanity.

“When vou say ‘fighting with earta
other,” this isn't fighting,” claimed one fel-
low, standing by a stack of Der Yid (“The
Jew”), the house organ of the Satmar move-
ment. “Most people around here get along,
You want fighting, you should go sce
Lubavitch.” He waj referring to the Sac-
mars’ archrivals within the Hasidic world,

the Lubavitchiers of Crown Heights, cur-
rently embroiled in a debate about whether
their late Rebbe, Menachem Schocerson,
was the Messiah. “"One side thinks this
guy's it, the other says no. Thats lighting,”

o “regulac” Americans—the kinds of

people vtho goif, decorate their iiviig
rooms with weoden ducks, and cut
into Easter hams without worrying roo
much about eating the ficsh of the “unclean”
pig, the words Sasmar and Lubavitch ase as
baffling as names in [lemish or Sanskrit. To

luck) and Hebrew children’s’

tellow New Yorkers, who regulaly breeze by
Williamsburg on the BQE, their round fur
hats, black coats and white stockings, worn
on even the hottest days, bespeak anachro-
nistic codes, “European” backwardness.
The Satmars are a tribe who still com-
municate in Yiddish, the lingua franca of
the Eastern European ghettos wiped out
Ly Adolf Hitler. Relics of a lost world, they
intrigue sociologists, mystify Gentiles, and
guilt-trip Jews with anglicized surnames.
Since hip-hop clothing, TV, and Christ-
idn-inspired holidays like Halloween and
Valentine'’s Day are off-limits to them,
members concern themselves with less-
assimilated stuft: numerology, for example,

or tales of miracles performed by righteous |

men, or acts of charity and self-sacrifice.
And then, of course, there are the all-con-
suming feuds, born of a belligerence that
seems to define Satmarism itself, and char
may be “organic” by now—the Satmars,
like che all-but-lost Sanzer sect, seem able
to affirm themselves best by “fighting
back.” What had once been necessity has
now become reflex.

Sometimes this fighting is waged against
the Saumars’ most convenient “enemies,”
their Hispanic neighbors in Williamsburg,
who couapete with them for housing, gov-
ernment subsidies and political clout. Bur,
as proven by the Serbs and Bosnians, our
most passionate feclings are very o’ten
aroused by tiose who seein most like us. So
the Saumars have immersed thmselves in
baceles vsich che Lubavitcher Hastdim,
from Ukraine; the Belz sect, from Poland:
the Zionist jews of Brooklyn and Israel:
and {or much of the last decade, each other.

Incongruously, the rival Moses and Feige

“MOST PEOPLE AROUND HERE GET ALONG. YOU WANT FIGHTING, YOU SHOULD GO SEE LUBAVITCH.”

factions of the Satmars are headquartered
dircctly across the street from one another.
Rebbe Moses Teitelbaum lives in the “royal
court,” a large brown brick structure at 550
Bedford Avenue, while his “cncmy’s”
upstatt synagogue and shul operate out of
Bais Feige, or “House of Feige,” a
columned building at 535 Bedford. At one
point the Grand Rait's flock successfully
overran and took pussdssion of Feige's
place, but her followers were abile 1o get the
home she'd shared with her ate husband
back through the State Court of Appeals.

Not tha
these days.
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Nort that she's olten 7o Williamsbury
these days. The infirm Feige spends most
of her ttine in Kiryas Jocl, or "loel’s
Town,” a Sarmar satellice village in
Orange Connty, Monroc Township, 50
miles northwest of Manhactan. And i is
in this hamlet —named for her late hus-
band—cthat much ol the strife between
the opposing sides ool oot

When Rebbe Joel Tetrelbaum first
came to Brookyn, in 1947, he baely
had enough Sarmars to make amoryan,
a quorum for prayer (10 male mem-
bers). Although gratciul for the housing
space and relative lack of persecurion in
Williamsburg, he feared the cotrupring
Amcticanization of the big city. and the
ways of the suriounding sef-waitzes and
Hispanies, with their crazy clodies and
sensual music and dancing. So he saved
up and, by 19740, was ablc o buy some
acreage upstate and build housing units

for 12,000 Williamsbuiyg Jews, espe-

cially equipped to accommodate their

nadinions—-separate sinhs for men and

dilll"\

Thus insulated from the anti-Semites
whod victimized them in Furope, and sep-
arated from the dreaded Lubaviichers and
other Brooklyn-based foes, the Saunars
finalty [ele sate enongh in Kiryas Jocl to
trn on cach other

Bot ic dicla't happen until after Joels
death in 1979, Ac dhat point, since Feige
had not produced a son, Sarmar radition
provided that Joel Teielbaum’s oldest male
relative, Moses, a nephew, shoukd assume
commuand. Feige didn't like it. Reporr-
edly—she relused to ralk, except through
spokesmen—Teige was extremely unhappy.
Afthough she hersell had no hope of lead-
ing; the Saemars (females can't lead), she'd
never forgiven Moses for having sided with
Roza, Joel's daughier from a previous mat-
riage, whod battled the voung Foge when
she Tust manried the much older Joelom
1937 Moses had always been against her,
and was, she el deeply, a schinuck. Feige
gathered some 500 Satinais around her
who felr as she did.

Fon vears, the bickerng in Kivyas Joel

escalated, and Peige picled up a champion,
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Lee Avenue (left), The Champs Elysee of
Satmar Life, “You talkin' to me?" Rabbi
Whatdman in Kiryas Joel (above).

Rabbi Joseph Waldman. an ambitious man
whom the "Mosies™ think of as a provoca-
teur. [e ran for the Kiryas Joel school board
i 1990, defying Rebbe Moses. who'd
selected candidates loval to him. As a direct
result of Waldman's unwanted candidacy, he
maintains, six of his children were booted
out of school and a “grand pauteen «if hacass-
ment” began. “Feigies” were “systemaucally”
prevented from entering a number of their
own synagogues for various “trumiped up”i
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zoning and safety reasons by the town gov-
ernment, and when they tried o visit refa-
tives' graves in the local cemetery, they were
purportedly barred, spat on and laughed at.
s As a resuly, Waldman cransformed him-
self inco a thorn in the Mosies' sidz, “worse
than 2 PLO guy!” Most astonishingly for a
Hasid, he contacted the media and began
recounting the Satmars” inomate problems
10 the The New York Times, the Village Voice.
and other hideously secular outfits.

‘Then, Waldman chargcs, his car was
torched three diffcrent times, windows in
his home in Kiryas Jocl were broken, and
his good fricnd Rabbi Judah Weingarten'’s
car was firebombed in Williamsburg.
Finally, Waldman claims, Weingareen was
set upon by a “rencgade” group of Satmars
lnoven on §ee Avenue as “the Schwearrzes.”

able home, his yarmulke pecking out from
under his black fur hat, his payess tucked
behind his ears, he scems almost genial.
“Bur when you talk to them individually,
where nobody can sec, they're going to say
they wane Fidel dead.”

Waldman was holding court for a small
group of sympachizers, including, 12-year-
old jacob Rosenberg, who, wearing a
varmulke, green pants. suspenders and a
plaid shirr, was claiming he'd been
|’umchcd and called a shagerz, or non-jew,
because of his Gamily’s allegiance o Feige.
We were sitting in the chapel of the
widow's house, a room with marbleized
walls, 2 water-damaged ceiling, and shelves
groaning under the Divri Joel, the 25
books written by the late Rebbe. Wald-
man kepe cheeking his beeper and chat-

influences” and various ultra-Orthodox
competilors in Transylvania, where they
originaced about 160 ycars ago (though
the present sect formally dates from 1934).
they've been blatantly proud of their
immoderacy: “

“It is true. We are extreme,” Rabbi
Chaim Stauber. an affable editor of Der
Yid. told me. “Should v be ashamed?”

he Hasidic movement took shape
during a period of great turmoil,
beginning in the 16th century.
Between then and the 1700s. no less than
three fulse messiahs appeared to liberate the
Jews, the most famous of whom, Shabberai
“Zevi of Turkey, shocked his followers by
converting to Islam in 1666, rather than
facing death by impalement, the Turks’

“ MOSES TEITELBAUM IS A DICTATOR! ” RABBI JOSEPH WALDMAN TOLD BROOKLYN BRIDGE

These are allegedly a group of young men
fanadically loyal 1o Moscs. vho fuiction as
“de-facro blackshirts,” according to one
lrznxo\\}lcnlg(;lv]c source. (Officially, their exis-
tence is denied by the Mosics.) Weingareen,
beaten “beyond recognition.” according to
Waldman. was bedridden for a year.

Waldman, however, in the best Sarmar
radition, seemed to thrive on the adver-
sity. shouting his taunts and defiance:

“Moses Teitelbaum is a dictator!” he told
Brookly:: Bridge. “Aud you kiow how he
Jooks? Hle look like Khomeni!”

As the force bebind the Feigies' March
court case, he asked for $6 million, citing a
“consistent and continuing pattern o dis-
allow thé-frec exercise of eligion itz the Vil-
lage of Viryas Joel.”

On Lee Avenue, the very mention of his
name and the varions lawsuits he's filed
provokes fury: “Joseph Waldman is a trou-
blemaker!” barked a bespectacled male cus-
tamer, paving for takeou: at Landau’s.
“He’s just a rabble-rouser like Al ;Shaxpmn!
Go and ask. I'd say 99.9 percent of the
people arc with Rebbe Moses.”

Waldman scoffs at this, countering that
the Rebbe has o “Stalinise” yrip on his lock
that prevents a true assessinent of the feel-
ings of the Saumars: “1f you would go into
Cuba and ask how many people wart
demenracy, most would say they love their
Grand Rabbi Castro.” Waldman laughs.
Ensconced in Feige Teirclbaum’s comfort-
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ting on his cell phone, and while he was

doing this, produced a business card that

read: “Commictee for the Well-Being of

Kiryas Jocl. Freedom and Peace for AN

Husteating the card was a reproduction of

the Marines hoisting the flag at lwo Jima:
“We are fighting for democracy lere,”
Saldman said, withour blinking an eye.
Bravura aside. Waldman appears to have
his work cut out for him. While we stood
ourside Feige's place, 2 three-man neighbor-
hood paurol macesilized, wanting w know
v:hat “suspicious people” fike us were doing
so close to the Grand Rabbi's Lome. Drop-
ping Yiddish tor standard Brooklynese, one
of them unleashed a rorrent ol ebsceuities
at Waldman, and predicted that "the
Sehwarezes” would soo “kick the shic ou
of Lim.” Qur photographer was ordered o
hand over his film. When he refused, he
was warned that hed be “hammered” il he
ever showed up in the neighborhood again.
“You sce?” Waldman gl'innc(l, “Mlosces

Teitelbavm and his gangsters! We e com-

paring them to Koresh! [the latc leader of

the Branch Davidian sect]. When someonc
wants to leave [the Sarmars], they are run-
ning after drem! They gave ot a decree
that cveryone has to spit and vell afer vs!
They call our children worims! Can such a
house scand?” ‘

Traditionally, the Samars have held the
most extrenic position in the Jowish uni-
verre. Since cheir days bactling “outside

Favored form of capital punishment at the
time. [0 those yeus, Jewish scholarship was
an elite vocation, out of rcach of the vast
majority of poor, uneducated Jows, lu the
1700s, Rahbi Isracl Ben Eliczer---better
known as the Baal Shem Toy, or “Master of
the Good Name"—hegan preaching in the
Ukraine, marketing 1o the previously
excluded masses a new. emotional form of
praver that was not unlike the later charis-
matic Christian secrs of the 191h and 20ch
centurics. The Baal Shem Tov's seyle of
Judaism soon caught o throughout East-
crn Enrope, and his disciples splintered into
dynastic groups headed by Gran:! Rabbis
and named {or particular locales. Thus the
[ubavitchers, formed by Rabbi Shoeur Zal-
man in the 1700s, originally hail flom the
rown of Lubavitch, in Belarns; the Bobovers
of !i()roUgh Park came from Bebov, in
Poland’s Galicia region: and the Satmars are
from the village of Saru Marie {Saint Mary),
then in 1 lungary (now Romania).

Rebbe Joel Teitelbaum was in his 40s
when he ook control of the group in 1934,
exhorting his followers never 1o compro-
mise with the dominant society or more
“p|‘'0511:.‘.‘5'1\’(:'r Judaism. While the rest of the
Lastern European Jews weit cither fleeing
Heinrich Hinonler's SS by emigraring o
Americ or pretending to be Aryan in order
to #void being swallowed up. Teirclbaum
commanded the Satmars Lo stay put in
Hungarey. The result was tagic. In 1944,
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the Nazis overran those pares of Greater
Hungary overlooked by the Slavic Iron
Guard, and 70 pereent of the Jews still liv-
ing there were deported or killed outright.

" But by then, Nuzi discipline was break-
ing down, and Rudolf Kastner, a shadowy
Hungarian Zionist, managed to bribe Ger-
man officials at a cost of $1,000 per person,
to releast about 1,300 Jews. Teitelbaum was
among them. In December 1944 he was
liberated from the Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration canp in Germany and placed on a
train for Switze:land. To his followers, the
event wus nothing shorr of a miracle.

By the dime the Graud Rabbi arrived in
Brooklyn in 1947, he was a ]egcndlrv hg
ure, a holy man whod refused o give in to,
carthly temptations and was sul)su]ueml\

plucked from the crematorium by the hand

of God. He immedi: iately created. an C\tc'_ -
sive social-services network and began tindo-
ing Hider'’s work by officiating at countless
Sarmar wcddings. The first ceremonics—
held outdoors in keeping vith Hasidic cus-
tom-—marched younger wwomen with men
whod lost their familics to che Holocaus.

And there were soon battalions of Brook-

lyn-born Sacmars having children of their

own. The average Satmar family has seven
children; the group’s population doubles
every decade. Toduay. the sect is Fasidism's
largest. wich what Rabbi Stauber character-

. izes as broween 60,00 and 75,000 “ideolog-
ical adhercenes” in Brooklyn. A new syna-
goguc going up next to Moses’ home will
be the biggest in the world, seating approx-
imately 8,000 worshippers.

Icis their stance on Zionism that has
made the Satmars the pariahs of the Jewish
world. While the Lubavitcher Rebbe Men-
achem Schneerson claimed the reason for
the Holocaust was “an unanswerable ques-
tion,” Teitelbaun blained the whole thing
on the European Zionist movement that
puccn[cd World Xar 11, arguing that the
= Jews hail, st*ra,yed ﬁom
were annihilated asa rcwll

Cod’s pach, and

Joel” lutdbaum unequivocably obiected
ro the formation of the state of Tsracel,
asserting thatonly the Messial could lead
rhe Jews out of the Diaspora. Rabbi Juseph
Friedman, a Veige loyalizr, explains: “we're

S AR R

R
vehemently opposed to smel [as it now

exists). It is a secular state. fof sure. And the
founders of the Labor quty were certainly
atheists. We can live with Arabs together in
a neutral state. The ZlOlllblS c.lple and took
land from other mnons an

our Rebbe
explained chac this was against God's will.”
Despite this worldview. Satmars live in
Israel, where they refuse to vote, serve in
the army, or accept a shekel from the gov-
ernment. At first, numerous other Hasidic
groups felt the same way. But wichin a
decadc of Isracl’s founding, the Satmars
were beginning to find. themselves
secluded in their stance, and'lashed out
against the “backsliders” ﬁbm other sects.
I the 19505, Rebbe Aqlo \ Rokgach of the
Belz Hasidim mdomn({ Is:aell clections,
suggesting thac the éxisténte 'of
state might actually ha c,nf

ie' Messiah's
arrival. The Satmars WLI‘C appq” s and the -
Belzes/Satmar 1cl1nonsh1p \V0r<t110t1 when
the next Belzer Rebbe, lechcr Dov
Rokeach, rried to m:ah authoun‘ for

Isracl's (dlbmm courts md koshu slaugh-




The largest Temple in the world (above), holding 8,000 worshippers, goes v on Bedford Avenue, next to Moses Teitelbaum's house (right).

The struggle spread to Brooklyn, where
abour 100 Satmar students attacked a Belz
praycr house on Ross Streer in 1979, bash-
ing their foes with sticks, smashing windows
and busting up the lectern. Two years later,
when Rokéach was about to show his face in
Brooklyn, some 500 Saunars pelted a Belz
synagoguc with bottles and eggs. More than
300 police int 1iqe gzar were on hand when
Rokc:iéﬁ:spéfqi at 'S. 180 in Borough Park
amid threats that the Saunars would make
more trouble (two were arrested for
allegedly “ploting” to hurl stink bombs). A
sizable c'a‘ri”c':itm‘c of the Belz Rebbe was
scrawled at che intersection of Lee Avenuc
and Ross Strect, along with the slogan “May
His Name be Erased.” A similar porcrait
zlppc:lrcd on balloons in Manhatean’s dia-
mond district, with the words “Buse me!”

But the Satmars should have been watch-
ing their backs. As the group was mixing, it
up with the Belzers, the Lubavitchers,
always greac “missionarics,” were making

an incursion into their wertitory. A Lubav-
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itcher Rabbi, one Pinchus Korf, decided ro
prosclytize the Satmars and succeeded in
converting 2 number of them. [u May
1983, he was ser upon by six men who
shuved otf his beard, summoning memorics
of the Nazis who'd mockingly done the
same. The nexe month, Rabbi Mendel
Wechter, a converted Satmar, began
preaching to his old pals. and veas kid-
napped by five masked men, beaten, shaved
and left on the street in his Q[}dcx'ﬁ)&gl'.,, i

Lubavitcher Rabi Yeliuda Knmk} éould-

o't contain his rage while. discussing these

maceers with the Associatet] Press: Krinsky

claimed that the Saumars record of “terrot-
ist goes buck {ifty years.” He desaribed the
rival sect as a very “inward communiry, a
ghetoized community. They're tught from
youth to shan anyonc not from their own
1atf, so kids grow up thinking rhey have
license to do whatever they please.”
Officially, of course, the Sacmar leader-
ship coudﬂ:mncd tl}c violence. “T'his was
sickening w0 us,” remembered Rabbi

Stauber, the Der Yid editor, tongue finmly
in cheel. “But the reason we attract «such
news when something goes astray is
because it’s so 1are.”

But within their own borders, and
excepting the Moses/Feige feud, the Sat-
mars are in many ways a model of altru-
ism'and self-sufficiency. When a Danish
visitor was arrested in Manhattan recently
for leaving her baby in a stroller outside a

gstaurant, it was noted that mothers in

i'.dp}sbﬁrg‘rcgularly park their car-
ageson the sidewalk and wander away,
in‘iﬂe;ﬁy that, the entire tribe is kezping
“an’eyé ‘on the kids. Vans—discreetly
designed like regular delivery trucks as a
gesture of respect for recipients—drop off
frec groceries to needy families. Kabbi
Stauber himself is the founder of Door of
Hope, a nonsectarian mental health cen-
ter catering to both the Hasidic and His-
panic communities. T

Bue everyday Satmar reality is different,
and the vendetta between the followers of

R




Rebbe Moses and the disciples of his Aunt
Feige has been brewing for decades:

The two never really liked each other
from the time she married Joel. As his much
younger second wife, Feige immediately got
into battles with his bossy daughter Roza
{who was older than she was), about who
should run the household. For some reason
Moses decided to side with Roza, and
rumor has it that he once lobbied for his
uncle to divorce Feige because she couldn't
bear him a male heir. Out of such enmity
came Feige's hate for Moses, encr-
getically reciprocated. After Jocl's
death in 1979, Feige’s followers con-
demned Moses’ son and heir-appar-
ent, Aron, for marrying the daugh-
ter of the Rebbe of the Vishnitzer
sect, said to be supportive of the * -
State of Israel.Lhey also sprcn'd'

rumors that Moses was so con-
sumed by greed that he kepe a tic[«ff_ '
tape to monitor his investments,
and that he was “enriching” himself
and his friends in both Kiryas Joel
and Williamsburg by conurolling
construction and maintcnzance con-
tracts, and preventing any of Feige's
supporters from “making a living,”

Moses’ people counter char
Joseph Waldman is partners with
Feige in a for-profit home for Satmar
women recovering from giving birth, and
that bes the money-hungry one.

Naturally Waldman dismisses the allega-
tions. “Unfortunately,” he said, “the
impropricties” would persist as long as
Rebbe Teitelbaum lived: “As a Jew. you're

“REBBE MOSES 1S RUMORED TO HAVE LOBBIED HIS UNCLE JOEL

not supposed to wish deatl to any human
being.” Waldman said.
you can say is you're hoping he'll repent.
But this will never happen. lhc only. swh

“The oﬁly thing

of relief will be when he goes.” /0

crhaps hoping to hasten thac day,
Waldman led the charge against the
Rebbe: he came skirtering down
the white marble corridors of the U.S.
District courthousc on Pearf Streeer,
flanked by his Feigics, but there were no
fireworks. Followers of both factions clus-
tered in groups, murmuring softly in Yid-
dish and gesturing at outsiders. The

majority of spectators in the courtroom
were clearly on the Rebbe's sile, snicker-
ing when Waldman’s brather Zalman
took the stand. Zalman seemed uiterly
contused, and srruggled to ake sense of
wvoth the Linglish language and his lawyer's
simplest questions.

Suddenly Aaron Biller, an “issues man-
agement specialise” hired by the Mosies,
dramatically emerged from a sea of black
coats, resplendant in a Madison Avenue-
style blue suit and red die, his salt and pep-

per beard well trimmed, his face devoid of
pavess. I guess you've been called here by
the ather side,” he began, before repairing
1o the hallway to talk things -wer.
Seanding by a window, peering down on
a hearse being loaded with flowers in front

of the Ng Fook Funeral Home, Biller said

thac his clients “generally 'don't want public-
ity. Thevre modest people. They don't even
watch television. But what this comes down
w0 is a faction-has broken away and is uying
to stir up the poc. These are a few people
[the Feigies] who used to be in the inner cir-
cle of the late Rabbi and they're not in the
inner circle of the new Rabbi. And they're
doing rhings thar are not helpful.”

At that point, Waldman leapt from the
plainiff’s table and rushed ro che rear of
the courtroom to put his own spin on
whatever Biller might be saying. “Look ar
them, they had to lmc a PR person. they're
Sucll Ll”n”l ll%’ WL lL OP(.nln l]l(.l i UP l'k(,

a can of worms! We're gomg ‘go put them -
on the table and geta ci?&qmpismn!"

Biller didn't dignify the remarks. “This
is a community that got wiped out in the
Holocaust,” he said, ignoring Waldman.
“There's a rencwal process, and there are
some growing pains. Really, the question
here is "Which Teitelbaum do you fol-
low?” For all che trouble, there's not a
huge amount of difference berween the
two sides.”

But that wasn't how the Saunars saw ic.
And when the rcbel faction
threatened to call Moscs Teitel-
baum’s son and potential succes-
sor, Aron, to testify about his
father’s allegedly “shady dealings,”
something drastic had to be done.

As Abraham Weider, Ku} as Joels

deputy mayor told. The New York

Times, “That would have been an
embarrassmeng to the whole Jew-
ish world.” “It would have been
like c.dl]mg, ,aldlml O'Connor
in open court o -discuss priestly
pedophilia,” said
observer, who asked, not to be

anothe:

quoted.
Unsurprisingly then, ac 11
a.m. on March 10. five days into
the trial, a break was called and
the village's lawyers announced that an
out-of-court settlement appeared immi-
nent. For the next several hours, che fed-
eral courthouse operated by Satmar stan-
dards. Hasidim ran up and down the
hallway stage-whispering in Yiddish. Peo-
ple shouted into phones. Students from

TO DIVORCE HIS AUNT FEIGE ™

various yeshivas packed into the court-
room like lox. Finally, the cops made them
form lines and get tickets for the after-
noon “performance.”

Then, into the no-man’s-land stepped
the Weiner Hasidim, a sinall’ group resid-
ing in Williamsburg: —and one of the few
Orthodos sects that haven's clashed with
the Satmars. Suddenly secrhing to realize
that carrving on in public was unbecoming
to the Jewish (continned o page 100)

Keith Litior €
world headguarters of the Jehovah's Witnesses
|

ine the Marclt issue.

Creenberg wrote abonr the
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BROOKLYN ARTISANS

Wedding Exhibition featuring hand-
; crafted wedding items by various artists
from around the couniry. The exhibits
will include stained-glass wedding
keepsake boxes and frames, hand-
made glass beads and jewelry espe-
cially for the wedding, original
headieces and bridesmaids dresses,
hand-blown stemware, hand-thrown
stoneware, silk wedding lingerie and
wooden serving pieces. There will
also be antique lace photo album cov-
ers and garters and handmade wedding
cards. July 1-30 at the Brooklyn Arfisans
Gailery, 221A Court St-eet; 330-0343.

into the muscum’s archives for a loak ac
recenc historical acquisitions with archivist
Kathleen Collins, Ih.D): July 17, 6:30-

8 p.m.. eveiit for members only, reservations
rcquirud.‘i‘fufyi guests $5. T'or more .
infornmlii)in»:c‘ﬁll“2‘43-3()60.

opening of their new office

in Brooklyn:

813 Quentin Road
Suite 102
Brooldyn, NY 11223

(718) 376-3223

Luevrrts HOMESTEAD ChioReN's MUsEUM
This 200-year-old historic house opens 1o the
public Satarday and Sunday. 1--5 p.ni.,
Thursday and Friday, 14 p.m. The Garden
Club meets every Thursday to tend the
Hamestead’s outdoor garden and grounds.

Learn about plants, various aninals, and

insects. All ages and experience levels welcome,

Tne New Yonrk Aluws Wnrs n‘ ING Asso(.m
TION presents Cwlden A(m (,l
July 5, Orchard Be.lch, Blonx and ]uly 6,
Big "A” Fair, /'\queduu Racetrack, Queens,

Rain or shine. Beginners and amateurs only,

men and women. Registration and weigli-in

begins 11 a.m., start time 2:20 po. Awards

for fiest, second and third place. Winuers ate
eligible t corpete in the 1997 Empire Srare
Tournamenc of Ch:nn'],?ions,'

For more information ;ﬂll 544-4592.

8 and  treatment for all

types of 1etinal diseascs
including age-related
macular degeneration,
diabetic retinopathy and
, retinal detachment. Our
. new state-of-the- art facilicy
' mcludes (ng tal fluow&

wdl as multi- \mvclcnglh
lqser and ullmsonogl aphy

~df research  aimed  at
providing the latest in
therapeutic alter natives.

25 Qcean Pathway, Ocean Grove, N[ 07756

Manchester Inn

Bed & B1e’)khst

Historic Ocean Gr(};{:‘
One hour from the Verrazano Bridge
Surt, Sun, Sand, & Boar(lw.!lk
in historic 0(‘(‘dnhunl town.
Gonrmet restaurart ~ Victorian weddings

908-775-0616
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SATMARS (continited from page 35)

pe ople both the Mosies and the lelglcs
: .1llowcd the Weiners to mediate.

“AC3:30 p.m. the dissidents’ lawyer,

F Michael Sussman, was able to tell the

“judge: “My client [Waldman] is here,

and he says they have a deal.”

There was a lictle more bickering—
at one stage, nine men stood around
the courtroom’s microphone offering
amendments 1o the armistice—before
the terms of rthe accord were an-
nounced. The rebels would receive
$300,00, be allowed to reopen their
synagogues. and bring future griev-
ances to a four-man arbitration panel
instead of to the press.

Waldman celebrated by visiting Joel
Teitelbaum’s
the dissidents had heretofore been pro-

grave in the cemetery

hibited from entering. And, as a gesture
of good faich, he removed a buene car

- from in front of his house, which hed

been ostentatiously using as a symbol of

‘hrs ‘mattyrdom,”

\Vc have a fresh stare,” he enthused

"t e, In the spirit of reconciliation, he

~proclaimed that he was praying for
- Mosés Teitelbaun’s health, buc thar

didn't mean he was about to embrace
the man he'd branded a “tyrane.” he
said. “Just because we have an agree-
ment doesn’t mean we've lost the right
to disagree.”

And surc enough, borh sides quickly
utilized that prerogative. Three weeks
after the “cease-fire;” Feige Teitelbam’s
supporters accused the rivals of barring
them from their synagogue again and
rencg,,ing on the $300 000 scttlement.
In May, the rebels filed a conrempt
order against the vill: agc, and Joseph
Waldman was again a marked man on
Bedford Avenue. ’

“People say, “Why not start yeur own
group?” “Burl
was born a Saumar. If you cut open my
arteries, Satmar blood comes out. And
bt'l'ig‘:v e me they've wanted to do thar a

he complained to me.

couple of times.”

Then he smxled basking in the strife
that has become the Saumar way of life:

“I'hanks God, they never dulvn. God
was saving mc.”
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